Mauritanians demand democracy 

HQUAKCHOTT (AP) — Fifty leading Mauritanians have sent an open 
letter » military leader Marouyia Child Sid'ahmad Taya demanding 
democratic rule and an inquiry into the deaths of political detainees. The 
letter, signed by former cabinet ministers, lawyers, doctors, professors 
and others, was given to reporters Saturday but dated Thursday. 
Signatories, including League of Human Rights President Ghali Ouid 
Abdul Hamid, denounced "with all our horror, the magnitude of 
repression stamped on Chilian and military black Africans during the Iasi 
months of 1990." Amnesty International and other human rights group 
have accused the government of killing at least 200 alleged coup plotters in 
military prisons and police stations. Some allegedly had been tortured. 
None was tried. Most were black Africans. Observers said Saturday’s 
open letter was the first of its kind, joining Arabs and back Iraq and black 
militants who want to exclude Africans of Arab descent from the power 
they currently wield. 
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Church urges U.N. action 

NEWCASTLE. Northern Ireland (R) — Anglican bishops from around 
the world Saturday urged the United Nations to take over the running of 
die occupied territories pending a peaceful solution of the Palestinian 
problem. The bishops also called on the international community to 
respond to the “tragic suffering” of displaced peoples, including Kurdish 
refugees fleeing Iraq in huge numbers. A statement issued after a 
week-long meeting in the Northern Ireland town of Newcastle said; “We 
call upon die United Nations to assume the administration of the West 
Bank mid Gaza Strip from the stale of Israel, and to facilitate humane 
policies for the people of the occupied territories until there is a settlement 
of the Palestinian-Israeli issue.” They also demanded international action 
to ease the plight of Palestinians "suffering inhumane containment, 
curfews and the continued denial of human rights” in the occupied 
territories. The meeting was attended by bishops representing 28 churches 
of the 70-milBon-strong Anglican Church beaded by the new archbishop 
of Canterbury, Dr. George Carey. 
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Morocco to send 

20.000 pilgrims 

RABAT (Rj — Morocco will 
send a maximum of 20,000 pil- 
grims to Mecca this year and most 
of them will go in groups orga- 
nised by the authorities. The 
Ministry of Habous (religious 
foundations) and Islamic Affairs 
said on Saturday that private 
travel agencies will be allowed to 
cater for only 2,500 pilgrims. 
Others must register with local 
authorities who will organise 
their journey for them. Travel 
agents will also be supervised by 
the authorities. Saudi Arabia set 
a country limit of 1,000 pilgrims 
for each million inhabitants for 
this year's pilgrimage. Morocco's 
population is estimated at 25 mil- 
lion. 

Assad discusses 
peace process with 
Karami 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syrian Pres- 
ident Hafez Ai Assad Saturday 
discussed the latest developments 
in Lebanon with Lebanese Prime 
Minister Omar Karami, officials 
said. Vice-President Abddl 
Halim Khadam, an expert in 
Lebanese affairs, attended the 
talks. The Lebanese prime minis- 
ter visited Damascus one day 
after President Elias Hrawi de- 
clared the start of Lebanon's first 
year of peace after 16 years. “The 
situation in Lebanon and mea- 
sures taken by the Lebanese gov- 
ernment to implement the nation- 
al reconciliation charter were dis- 
cussed during the meeting,'* an 
official said. 

China helps Algeria 
with nuclear 
research 

ALGIERS (R) — China is 
cooperating with Algeria in the 
development of nuclear energy 
for peaceful purposes, the Fore- 
ign Ministry said Saturday. In a 
brief statement carried by the 
official news agency - APS, the 
ministry said Algeria had been 
carrying out nuclear research for 
several years with various part- 
ners. including the International 
Atomic Energy Agency. On 
Thursday, the U.S. State Depart- 
ment said it had indications that 
China was providing nuclear- 
related assistance to Algeria .but 
it had “no reason to conclude that 
China has agreed to provide any 
assistance for nuclear weapons 
development." 

3 killed, 11 injured 
in Cameroon rally 

YAOUNDE (R) — Three people 
were killed and 11 seriously 
wounded when a police man fired 
into a crowd of anti-government 
demonstrators at Kumbo Satur- 
day, witnesses in the Cameroon 
town said. They said protesters 
demanding an end to one-party 
rule burnt down a police station, 
a water corporation office and the 
city hall in the town, about 300 
k.m. north of the capital 
Yaounde. Police started firing 
into the air to stop them marching 
on the main gendarmerie station. 
One officer fired directly at the 
growd, the witnesses told Reutera 
by telephone. 

Marchers call for 
release of hostages 

LONDON (R) — More than 

2.000 people marched through 
London Saturday to call for the 
release of British hostages John 
McCarthy on the fifth 
anniversary of his capture in 
Beirut. Brian Keenan of Belfast, 
who was released by his Beirut 
captors last August, released yel- 
low balloons to mark the 1,826 
days that Mr. McCarthy, a televi- 
sion journalist, has been held. 
Mr. Keenan, who spent four 
years’ captivity with Mr. McCar- 
thy in a darkened room, held up 
his hand to the crowd. "Five 
fingers, five years, five words. 
Bring this man home now," he 
said- British businessman Roger 
Cooper, who was freed by Iran 
last month after being held on 
spying charges, said attitudes in 
Syria and Iran, the countries with 
the most power to influence the 
hostage takers, were changing. 
He said the three remaining Brit- 
ish hostages in Lebanon — Mr. 
McCarthy, church envoy Teny 
Waite and former fighter pilot 
Jack Mann — - could be freed in 
the next month or two. 


Jordan will not allow 
242 and 338 to be 
sidetracked — - Masri 



Israel plans to step up 
settlements in occupied lands 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan is 
more concerned with the subst- 
ance of negotiations rather than 
procedural issues or framework 
for talks to resolve the Arab- 
Israqli conflict and the Palestinian 
problem, and it believes that an 
international peace conference is 
the best forum to achieve a dur- 
able, comprehensive settlement. 
Foreign Minister Taher Al Masri 
said. 

Mr. Masri, who returned home 
Friday night after two hours of 
talks with U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker in Geneva, said the 
U.S. official had presented the 
American perspective of peace in 
the region as reported during his 
latest swing through the Middle 
East. 

Noting that the Geneva meet- 
ing was the first top-level contact 
between Jordan and the U.S. 
after the Gulf war, Mr. Masri told 
Jordan Television that Mr. Baker 
briefed him on the outcome of his 
Middle East visit. 

No final shape has been given 
to American ideas or initiatives, 
Mr. Masri said adding that Mr. 
Baker had also put to him ques- 
tions on the issue but he did not 
provide specific answers. 

Mr. Masri reaffirmed Jordan's 


Major 
changes 
expected 
in Kuwait 


cabinet 


KUWAIT CITY (AP) — A new 
cabinet will be named within days 
that will reflect opposition de- 
mands and indude Kuwaitis who 
endured Iraq’s occupation rather 
than going into exile. Western 
diplomats said Saturday. 

One diplomat, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
several key ministers would be 
replaced. The changes, he said, 
will “reflect the criticism of the 
government over the past eight 
months." 

The official said the new 
cabinet would include members 
of the Kuwaiti resistance, or 
ministers who reflect their ideas. 
Many of those who resisted the 
seven-month Iraqi occupation 
have complained of being 
shunted aside following the re- 
turn of officials who lived in 
relatively comfortable exile. 

The cabinet, which accompa- 
nied Kuwait’s emir into exile 
when Iraq invaded last August, 
resigned en masse on March 19 
following widespread criticism of 
the delays in restoring essential 
services. The ministers have con- 
tinued to serve on an acting basts. 

“Since then, a coalition of 
opposition groups has demanded 
the ouster of certain ministers 
and demanded that Sheikh Jaber 
Al Ahmad AI Sabah set a date for 
democratic elections. 

The emir went part way to- 
wards meeting their demands last 
week when he announced that 
parliamentary elections would be 
held next year. He also indicated 
that voting rights may be ex- 
tended to women. 

Western sources said some of 
the acting cabinet ministers now' 
appear to be functioning in an 
uncoordinated fashion. 

He cited recent statements by 
two ministers about the air pollu- 
tion from Kuwait’s burning oil 
wells — one minister said there 
was no serious health threat and 
another said there could be waves 
of deaths. 

The political uncertainty has 
been died as one of the factors in 
the government's seemingly 
slow-paced handling of post-war 
reconstruction programmes. 

"It’s not been as fast as we’d 
expected it to be. or we would 
like it to be," said a Western 
diplomat. '‘They’ve gone forward 
in a fairly measured pace.” 

He said the government was unde- 
cided about how to deal with the 
hundreds of thousands of 
Kuwait’s resident foreigners — 
many of them Palestinians — who 
fled during the occupation. 


determination not to allow the 
central issue — implementation 
of U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tions 242 and 338 — to be sidet- 
racked or permit itself to be lured 
into Israeli traps in the process. 

Jordan’s position remained un- 
changed despite some new ideas 
floated during Mr. Baker's talks 
with the leaders of Israel, Egypt 
and Syria, he said. 

The minister said Jordanian- 
American contacts would con- 
tinue. 

“For the Jordanian citizen and 
for us as officials we see nothing 
new as such. But there are ideas 
which are undergoing tire crys- 
tallisation .process. But as far as 
the seriousness of the ideas, the 
Americans say that they are se- 
rious and are seeking to reach a 
settlement and we could differ 
with them on some ideas of such 
settlement, but they say that had 
they not been serious about a 
settlement. Baker would not be 
exerting these intensive efforts 
and making continued visits to 
the region, especially as the Gulf 
crisis and the Gulf war have led to 
the belief that the world should 
be committed to the international 
legitimacy." Mr. Masri said. 

Asked whether there was any 


change in the Jordanian stand, he 
said there was none. “If you 
mean that we are now focusing 
attention on the essence, I be- 
lieve that we have to do that 
because in our view Israel seeks 
to keep the Arab parties and the 
United States embroiled in a 
search for secondary matters so 
that it would not commit itself to 
the essence which for us is the 
land-in -exchange for peace and 
the implementation of U.N. 
Security Council Resolutions 242 
and 338 and the restoration of the 
national legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people. 

“Israel does not want any party 
to reach that stage, and therefore 
it seeks to create ideas outside 
this framework. In contrast we 
concentrate on achieving the ess- 
ence in the first place, but we do 
not belittle the other matters.” 

“What we want is to ensure 
Israel’s commitment to the idea 
of land in exchange for peace and 
America’s commitment too." 

The minister said that he and 
Mr. Baker agreed to continue the 
dialogue. “The United States has 
not crystallised yet its ideas and at 
present the U.S. is floating ideas 
and therefore there is bound to 
be another meeting because in 


Taher Al Masri 

our meeting in Geneva I did not 
give specific answers to specific 
questions. We only reviewed 
ideas which were discussed, and 
that is all that happened." 

Earlier, Mr. Masri denied a 
report by Radio Monte Carlo 
which said that Jordan was ready 
to attend any conference on the 
Middle East. The minister stres- 
sed that an international confer- 
ence was the best framework for 
malting progress towards peace. 

Mr. Masri said that he reiter- 
ated Jordan’s position and de- 
mand for a comprehensive and 
lasting peace in the region as soon 
as possible through the imple- 
mentation of Security Council re- 
solutions 242 and 338 and on the 
basis of exchanging land for 
peace. 

Mr. Masri said he stressed Jor- 
dan’s view that the Palestinian 
people should be able to take part 

(Continued oa page 5) 


Iraq says foreign powers 
orchestrated Kurdish unrest 


A SENIOR IRAQI official 
Saturday accused Western coun- 
tries of creating and exaggerating 
the Kurdish refugee problem. 

Tariq Aziz, Iraq’s deputy 
prime minister, told reporters 
Baghdad supported Arab solidar- 
ity, but rejected what be called 
imperialist solutions to the Gulf 
crisis. 

Mr. Aziz spoke after meeting 
with Sudan's military ruler 
Lieutenant-General Omar Has- 
san Al Bashir, one of Iraq’s main 
supporters during the Gulf war. 
His comments were distributed 
by the Sudan news agency 
(SUNA). 

Aziz said that “imperialist 
powers created and inflated the 
Kurdish refugee problem" after 
failing to bring about the disin- 
tegration of Iraq, the agency said. 

Mr. Aziz did not identify the 
powers he had in mind, but he 
clearly meant the United States, 
Britain and other Western coun- 
tries. 

The Iraqi government has en- 
ded Kurdish rebellion in northern 
Iraq, causing hundreds of 
thousands of Kurds to flee to 
neighbouring Iran and Turkey. 

An international relief cam- 
paign has been launched to help 
them. 

Mr. Aziz reiterated Baghdad’s 


rejection of a British proposal to 
establish a "safe haven" for the 
Kurds in northern Iraq. He said 
Iraq had given the Kurds self-rule 
since 1974. He said the imperial- 
ist powers were only offering 
Kurds "false sympathy." 

He said he relayed a verbal 
message from President Saddam 
Hussein to Gen. Bashir "dealing 
with the brotherly relations be- 
tween Sudan and Iraq, the cur- 
rent situation in the Arab arena 
and the threats to which the Arab 
World is exposed." 

Mr. Aziz said the Arab World, 
deeply split over Iraq's Aug. 2 
invasion of Kuwait, needed joint 
action based on “the fundamental 
interests of the Arab Nation 
rather than imperialistic and 
Zionist designs." 

“Iraq does not accept any ac- 
tion imposed upon the Arabs by 
imperialism to achieve its own 
ends," he said. 

Mr. Aziz arrived in Khartoum 
Friday. 

Iraq, its army in firm control of 
its northeastern provinces after 
Kurdish rebellion, is urging hun- 
dreds of thousands of refugees to 
return to their homes. 

Ten days after the recapture of 
the town of Sulaimaniyah, sig- 
nalling the end of the month-long 
rebellion, some families are start- 


ing to filter back to their homes. 

But there is no sign of a mass 
return from the Turkish and Ira- 
nian borders where, according to 
estimates made outside the coun- 
try, a third of Iraq's 3.5 million 
Kurds have taken refuge. 

“The government has extended 
the grace period that was given to 
those people, including all the 
people that were in the rebel- 
lion,’’ Baha'uddin Ahmad, 
speaker of the elected legislative 
council of the autonomous Iraqi 
region of Kurdistan, told foreign 
journalists visiting Erbii Satur- 
day. 

Mr. Ahmad, who stressed the 
amnesty did not cover murderers, 
thieves and rapists, said the re- 
gion’s legislative and executive 
councils met earlier in the day to 
discuss conditions in Kurdistan. 

Erbii, set on a plain 350 
kilometres north of Baghdad, is 
the administrative capital of Iraqi 
Kurdistan and had a peacetime 
population of 100,000. 

It bore the scars of fierce fight- 
ing. 

Government officials said the 
rebels seized the city on March 11 
and held it for 20 days. 

Ja'afar Al Barazanchi. chair- 
man of the region's executive 
council, told a news conference 
many families had come back. 


Bush to increase aid to Kurds, 
but will stay out of rebellion 


Combined agency dispatches 

U.S. PRESIDENT George Bush 
promised Saturday to provide re- 
lief to Kurdish refugees in Iraq 
but pledged that no American 
soldier would be “shoved into a 
civil war in Iraq that’s been going 
on for ages." 

In a speech at an Alabama 
university, Mr. Bush reiterated 
the administration’s line of warn- 
ing Iraq against attacking the 
Kurds in the sanctuary zone but 
promising to pull U.S. forces out 
of southern Iraq. 

Mr. Bush’s wide-ranging re- 
marks also focused on European 
and Soviet relations in the “new 
world order” after the demise of 
the cold war. Mr. Bush said the 
path of reform in the Soviet 
Union “must proved. ” 

He said the United States “will 
not tolerate any interference in 
this massive relieve operation. 
We will want to help the Iraqi 
refugees ...” 

Mr. Bush again insisted that 
President Saddam Hussein must 
be removed from power before 
Iraq can rejoin the world com- 
munity. 

“With Saddam in power, Iraq 
will remain a pariah nation," Mr. 


Bush said. 

Critics have accused Mr. Bush 
of verbally inciting the Iraqi peo- 
ple to overthrow President Sad- 
dam. but failing to provide any 
military assistance to help the 
effort. 

“Internal conflicts have been 
raging in Iraq for many years,” he 
said. “We’re going to continue to 
help these reftigees, but I do not 
want any single soldier or airman 
shoved into a dvil war in Iraq 
that’s been going on for ages." 

Mr. Bush is using a series of 
commencement speeches to Jay 
out U-S. domestic and foreign 
policy goals after the Gulf war 
and other dramatic world 
changes. Aides said he planned to 
give sharper definition to his 
often-used phrase, “new world 
order.” 

The United States is participat- 
ing in a massive international 
relief effort for hundreds of 
thousands of Kurds fleeing their 
homes in northern Iraq. 

Temporary refugee camps are 
being set up and food is being 
airlifted to the Kurds, many of 
whom are camped on the borders 
between Iraq and Turkey and 
Iran. 

Their plight has led to some 


criticism of Mr. Bush for not 
defending the Kurds. 

Mr. Bush said the United 
States would not tolerate any 
interference in the relief efforts, a 
clear warning to Iraq’s army. 
Earlier this week the United 
States warned Iraq against milit- 
ary operations which would 
threaten the relief efforts north of 
the 36th parallel, which cuts a 
swathe against northern Iraq. 

But he said the United States 
had entered the Gulf war to carry 
out specific objectives, backed by 
United Nations resolutions de- 
manding that Iraq’s troops leave 
Kuwait. 

“We set our objectives. These 
objectives, sanctioned by interna- 
tional law, have been achieved. I 
made very dear that when these 
objectives were obtained, our 
troops would be coming home,” 
he said. 

At Britain's instigation, the 
five permanent members of the 
Security Council Friday discussed 
setting up safety zones for Kur- 
dish refugees in northern Iraq but 
few expect any formal Security 
Council action. 

Envoys from the Uiuted'States, 

(Continued on page 5) 


TEL AVIV (Agendes) — Israeli 
leaders Saturday insisted, in de- 
fiance to American opposition, 
that Jewish settlements would 
continued to be built in the occu- 
pied territories. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
said he believed the settlements 
would have nothing to do with 
peace efforts or be an obstacle in 
getting a U.S.-sponsored regional 
conference with Arab states 
started. 

“I don’t see anything sperial or 
important about the (settlements) 
that can have an influence on the 
negotiations going on today,” 
Mr. Shamir said in an interview 
with Israel Radio broadcast 
Saturday. 

“The matter of settlements is 
not relative to the peace pro- 
cess," he added. 

Secretary of State James Bak- 
er, who concluded a two-day visit 
to the Jewish state earlier this 
week, repeated the U.S. position 
that settlements are an obstacle 
to any land-for-peace agreement 
with Arab states and the Palesti- 


nians in the occupied territories. 

Mr. Baker reportedly said Jew- 
ish settlements raised a lot of 
emotional reaction from Arab 
states and indicated he thought 
that it could cause problems in 
getting peace talks started. 

Israel has cautiously endorsed 
the idea of a regional peace con- 
ference but steadfastly oppose 
“territorial concessions." 

Mr. Shamir’s remarks came 
during a reported wave of build- 
ing in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip where some 

85,000 Jews live among 1.9 mil- 
lion Palestinians. 

Defence Minister Moshe Arens 
'told Israel Radio Saturday that 
settlement building was proceed- 
ing according to government 
guidelines. 

“The government of Israel will 
not be the government that stops 
Jews from settling in (the West 
Bank) or (Arab) Jerusalem." Mr. 
Arens said. 

Mr. Arens statement follows 
the establishment of a new Jewish 
settlement this week in the occu- 


pied West Bank and radio reports 
that 800 caravans have been 
taken to the occupied territories 
for the Gush Emunim settlement 
movement. 

Gush Emunira said they were 
promised an additional 200 cara- 
vans and are seeking even more. 

In addition to this. Housing 
Minister Ariel Sharon has 
pledged to build 13,000 new 
bousing units in the occupied 
territories over the next two years 
for more settlers. 

Israeli weekend newspapers re- 
ported what they called “the big- 
gest flurry of building” in the 
West Bank in the past ten years. 

U.N. resolutions call for Israeli 
withdrawal from Arab lands and 
the United States sees the settle- 
ment of Jews in the occupied 
territories as an obstacle to 
peace. 

Mr. Arens said he and Mr. 
Baker had not even discussed one 
of the most contentious problems 
— how Palestinians would be 

(Continued on page 5) 


U.N. force Lebanese begin ‘year of 

chief lands peace’ with scepticism 

m lf i -I virn i t BEIRUT (R) — Wary Lebanese tern. 
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KUWAIT (Agencies) — Au- 
strian Major-General Gunther 
Greindl arrived Saturday to start 
creating a United Nations force 
to keep the peace between Iraq 
and Kuwait. 

“1 think it’s a tough assign- 
ment.” the new commander told 
reporters. 

“I hope that with the coopera- 
tion of all concerned I will be able 
to set up this mission successfully 
and in good time." 

Gen. Greindl arrived with a 
30-man advance party. After 
talks with Kuwaiti officials he 
hoped to go to Baghdad on Sun- 
day to discuss his mission with the 
Iraqi government. 

He said he did not know when 
his force — 1,440 soldiers from 31 
countries — would start policing 
the frontier. 

U.S. troops have already 
started polling back from posi- 
tions in south era Iraq held since 
the end of the Gulf war in late 
February. Their withdrawal will 
be completed after the U.N. Iraq- 
Kuwait Observer Mission (UN- 
IKOM) is in place. 

The U.N. force — 300 military 
observers backed by 680 ground 
troops, mine-clearing units and 
air support — will patrol a de- 
militarised zone along the border. 

Under a ceasefire which went 
into force this week, the zone will 
stretch 10 kilometres into Iraq 
and five kilometres into Kuwait. 

Gen. Greindl met with govern- 
ment officials in Kuwait City. 

“It’s a difficult job," Gen. 
Greindl told journalists at an 
impromptu news conference on 
the tarmac of the Kuwait interna- 
tional airport. “You have a lot of 
problems and a lot of things that 
have to be looked over." 

He said troops could begin 
arriving Monday, but be declined 
to say when they would be in 
place at the border. 

“We will have them there as 
soon as possible," said the gener- 
al, dressed in a forest green milit- 
ary uniform and wearing the sky 
blue beret of the United Nations. 

Asked whether he thought his 
force would be able to care for 
thousands of Iraqis in the zone 
previously held by the Amer- 
icans, Gen. Greindl said: 

“We are here to observe a 
demilitarised zone with the au- 
thority of rite Security Council. I 
think we can give the service that 
the council expects of us.” 

But he added: “We are an 
observer mission.. .all physical ac- 
tions by observers ar precluded.” 

More than 10,000 Iraqis have 
fled into refugee camps in the 
border area to escape fighting in 
southern Iraqi cities between the 
army and Shiite rebels. 

U.S. troops are still well within 
Iraqi territory but were disman- 
tling checkpoints Saturday. 

A Reuter correspondent in the 
border area saw hundreds of Ira- 
qis heading south from territory 
evacuated by U.S. forces into the 
demilitarised zone to be policed 
by the U.N. peacekeepers. 


BEIRUT (R) — Wary Lebanese 
marked the 16th anniversary of 
the outbreak of civil war Satur- 
day, sceptical of official assur- 
ances that their nightmare has 
really ended. 

“If there is peace it won’t last 
more than a year or two,” said 
Joseph Abi Nader, a 22-year-old 
Christian grocer in the battered 
Beirut suburb of Sodeco near the 
“green line" zone. 

Mr. Abi Nader echoed a com- 
mon feeling among rightist 
Lebanese — that they have lost 
the war against their foes. 

“When the war started the 
Christians had the upper hand. 
Now it’s the Maslims who have 
won. How can there be peace 
when the government makes one 
ride prevail over the other?" he 
added. 

President Elias Hrawi, a 
Christian Maronite. declared the 
start of Lebanon's first year of 
peace on Friday. 

Diplomats said the govern- 
ment’s optimism was an attempt 
to boost chances for peace. 

‘The language of the gun has 
been replaced by the language of 
dialogue arid political and ideolo- 
gical argument," said Posts and 
Communications Minister 
George Saadeh, a Maronite 
Christian. 

Dreams of lasting peace have 
stirred before during lulls of six 
months or more only to be shat- 
tered by more fighting. But offi- 
cials and diplomats see a major 
change in Lebanon's position 
from the days when power came 
,from the barrel of a gun. 

None of the militias can match 
the Lebanese army backed by 
Syria’s ranks and jets. 

The government has demanded 
that all militias disband by the 
end of April while troops take 
control of the country as part of 
an Arab-brokered peace agree- 
ment, which gave the Muslim 
majority a greater say in the 
Christian-dominated political sys- 


tem. 

Diplomats and officials believe 
the private armies mil cooperate 
with the government order with- 
out a shot being fired. 

The implementation of what is 
known as the Taif peace pact is 
backed by Syria, which has some 

40.000 troops in Lebanon. 

“As long as the Syrians stay in 

Lebanon there will be no peace," 
contended painter Tony Tan- 
nous, a Christian." Each time our 
ministers want to do something 
they have to go to Damascus 
first." 

The civil war began on Sunday 
April 13. 1975 when Christian 
militiamen killed 27 Palestinians 
in a bus in the east Beirut district 
of ’Ain Al Rummaneh in revenge 
for the killing of four fellow 
gunmen. 

Christian and Palestinian bat- 
tles spread across the city by 
evening, starting a series of secta- 
rian wars which wrecked much of 
the country from Beirut to distant 
mountain villages. 

Officials estimate at least 

70.000 and possibly up to 150.000 
people were killed, some 300,000 
were wounded and more than a 
million became displaced. They 
say the war destroyed $25 billion 
worth of property. 

Pointing to the now peaceful 
green' line of shattered streets 
dividing Beirut, Ali Ajouz 
blamed foreign powers for the 
war. 

“It was a giant experiment con- 
ducted by other countries. (U.S.) 
M-16 rifle versus (Soviet) AK-47 
machinegun," he said. 

Mr. Ajouz said he believed 
peace this time was solid because 
unlike past lulls “this time the 
United States and Syria agree to 
solve die problems of Lebanon." 

Schoolteacher Mohammad 
Gannoush warned that the esti- 
mated 40,000 militiamen had to 
be given jobs or else the civil war 
would be replaced by social con- 
flict between the rich and poor. 
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Chicken 


OPEN INVITATION 


You are invited to celebrate the 
reopening of Kentucky Fried 
Chicken restaurant after 
renovation. We will be glad to 
welcome you and offer our 
delecious Chicken meals with Famous 
original recipe and the its 11 secret herbs and spices 


Shimesani / Behind Haya Center. Tel* 67l€p8 r k : ' 
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outlines Palestinians’ 



UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— The U.N. Secretary-General 
said Friday Palestinians in the 
Israeli-occupied territories suf- 
fered greatly during the Gulf war 
and- that ‘.they need protection 

from occupation abuses. 

Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellhf said he would explore 
having the parties of the Fourth 
Geneva Convention meet to dis- 
cuss how to help the Palestinians. 

The convention covers protec- 
tion of civilians in occupied lands, 
and. Klf'.yerez de Cuellar noted, 
provides for the appointment of a 
protecting power to oversee 
rights of occupied peoples. 

"Also Friday, the five perma- 
nent members of the Security 
Council discussed setting up safe- 
ty zones for Kurdish refugees in 
northern Iraq, but reached no 
conclusions, according to West- 
ern diplomats. 

Mr. .Perez de Cuellar said his 
report to the Security Council 
was based on a 10-day visir by his 
represttua^ive, Jean-Claude, 
Aims. fOTM hrea in March;- and: 
data from the U.N. Relief and 
Works Agency. .(UNRWA 1 -for 
Palestinians.™ the Near East-: < 

The Security Council requested 


the report in a December resolu- 
tion. which called for protection 
of the Palestinians. . 

“Israel clearly, had a right to 
take what it considered to be 
appropriate measures to defend 
itself in the face of the (wartime) 
threat articulated against it," said . 
Mr. Perez de Cuellar. 

But Israel also had an obliga- 
tion to protea the Palestinians, 
according to the Fourth Geneva 
Convention,' he said. 

Instead, during the Gulf war, 
Palestinians suffered from “in- 
adequate" civil defence protec- 
tion, including a lack of gas 
masks, curfews, expulsions, clo- 
sures of schools and colleges, 
demolitions of homes and other 
collective punishments that 
violate the convention, be said. 

Israel contends the convention 
does not apply to the occupied 
territories. 

Remittances and transfers from 
the Gulf region plummeted, Mr. 
Perez de Cuellar said, while on 
the political level, widespread 
Palestinian support for Iraq led to 
increased tension between 
Palestinians -and Israelis. , , 

He noted rhat Palestinians pub- 
licly rejoiced when Iraq launched 


missiles at Israel during January 
and February. 

Curfews badly affected the 
Palestinians, by curtailing medic- 
al care and by preventing 150,000 
day labourers from working for 
about four weeks in Israel, where 
many must commute to find jobs. 

“Palestinian support for Iraq 
led to. increased tension betWeen 
the inhabitants of the occupied 
territories and the Israeli security 
forces and, more broadly, post 
the Pal^nnians.tnpch goodwill," . 
Mr. Perez de Cuellar added. . 

The report was mandated 
under a Security Council resolu- 
tion passed in December criticis- 
ing Israel's treatment of Palesti- 
nians. 

The resolution asked Mr. Perez 
de Cuellar urgently to monitor 
the occupied territories. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar said ten- 
sions during the Gulf crisis were 
exacerbated by violence in Jeru- 
salem last October that left at 
least 17' Palestinians dead and 
more than 20 Israelis wounded. 

“These tragic events once 
again highlighted the need for 
greater safety and protection of 
the Palestinian civilians living 
under Israeli occupation," Mr. 


Perez de Cuellar said. 

He also criticised travel restric- 
tions, expulsions and a curfew 
that Israel subsequently imposed 
and called detentions and “collec- 
tive punishments" such as school 
closures and demolition of 
homes a “cause for concern.” - 
The mood changed after the 
Gulf war ended. "There was a 
general feeling of relief, among 
Palestinians and Israelis alike, 
that the -war was over," said Mr. 
Perez.de Cuellar. “Yet on the 
' Palestinian side, there was great 
uneasiness and apprehension ab- 
out what the future would bold" 
Tens of thousands of Palesti- 
nians had no work, be said. 

Israeli officials told the U.N. 
they were aware the economy in 
the occupied territories had 
weakened and said some Palesti- 
nians would be reabsorbed info 
Israel’s labour market. 1 
“An alternative source of em- 
ployment would, however, have 
to be 'found for those workers 
who would not be given jobs," the 
report said. Mr. Perez de Cuellar 
said he was considering sending 
an economic mission to foe-occu- 
pied territories to develop 
income-generating projects. 


Turkish soldiers shoot Kurds over aid parcel 


• ULUDERE, Turkey (R) — A 
Turkish soldier shot dead a young 
Kurdish refugee running to pick- 
up a parachuted aid parcel in this 
sprawling^mountain camp on the 
border with Iraq, witnesses said. 

They said 21-year-old .Miro 
Ahmad tyas shot dead Friday as 
. he ran towards a package drop- 
ped from one of the Western 
transport planes which have 
started flying, regularly above 
Isikveren camp near Uludere. 

;* . “He was shot here." said one 
young Kurd who witnessed the 
shooting, sticking two fingers be- 
.. low his cjiin to show where the 
bullet 'entered. 

, Refugees at the bleak' camp in 
southeast Turkey, squalid home 
to up to 200.000 fleeing Iraqis, 
say army guards have drawn an. 
. invisible dividing line. If a parcel 
\ lands on one side of the slope, 
fi . soldiers- claim, it. as booty .to be 
\ sold tqj^cKpcds. If jt fal\s nearer 
the carpp^ ' yefugi^ can have 

Thfe'refugeessay Miro felj foul 
ofl-this cynical system. 

Within two hours Miro's rela- 
tives had wrapped his body in 
— '< ’ • 


plastic sheeting and buried him 
on a muddy plateau that serves as 
a cemetery, without the normal 
ceremonies. 

“His fiancee, mother, father 
and brother were there," said 
Christophe ’Nick, a reporter for 
the French magazine Actuel. 
“They were tearing their hair and 
wailing. His body was covered in 
handfuls of hair when he was 
buried. It was pathetic." 

Soldiers said they knew no- 
thing of the shooting, insisting 
they onlyever fired in the air, but 
refugees said Miro’s death was no 
exception. 

“Every day there is a killing. I 
don’t know how many but every 
day there is a shooting," said a 
40-year-old school teacher from 
Zakho. who did not want to-be 
named. 

“They, treat us as- if we were 
animaSr said a 22-year-old Kur- 
dish v 'Stii d^nfc' l&Ujgl . Aretf.* ' , ( 

foe refugee settlements js\ 
aloffg^e ’Ti^^-Ttirkisfi' border, C 
Isikveren saw the most dramatic 
influx after the Iraqi army ended 
the Kurdish rebellion. 


Shots ring out continually as 
soldiers try to deter increasingly 
hungry and desperate refugees 
from flooding info the fertile val- 
leys. 

“If we do not stop them they 
will all go into Turkey — what 
would we do with one million 
people?” asked a lieutenant 
wearing the blue beret that dis- 
tinguishes Turkish commandos. 

During our tour of- the camp, 
hundreds of men, women and cfaO- > 
den sprinted down the slopes after i 
spotting a lorry full of loaves at an 
army base camp lower down. 

But the base camp is off-limits 
to refugees, a rule enforced by 
the soldiers who kept the crowd 
away by lashing out with canes. 
The soldiers were outnumbered, 
but the threat of their guns kept 
the Kurds at bay. 

Until a 

allowed refugee* 5a®wu* # fe'»fo^' ; 
base camp, but drove them all 

Now only the very old and sick 
have access to the newly-erected 
Turkish Red Crescent tents at the 


base camp. 

Profiteering is rife. We saw 
soldiers pocketing boxes of pills 
handed out, seemingly at ran- 
dom, by ambulances touring the 
camp. Refugees said the army 
often stole food intended for 
them. 

A worker for the international 
charity Medecins Sans Fron- 
tieres, setting up the first foreign 
medical tent inside the camp, said 
medicine and food brought to 
Uludere by the Red Crescent at 
the start of the crisis vanished 
mysteriously. 

Some aid now getting through 
to the camp, nearly 2,000 metres 
above sea-level. Trucks carrying 
bread, rice, milk and potatoes 
edged up the slippery track on 
Friday, followed by a score of 
ambulances. : t . 

’-AfcceKrjo ^ftanwis^^rob-' 

iem. drive - 

the nearest town Cizre and thin 
anofoej 

The* 

for two vehicles to pass, so the 
two-hour walk uphill can be 
quicker than driving. • 


34 nations to participate in 
Gulf peacekeeping force 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar announced Friday that 
54 nations, including the five 
permanent members of the 
Security Council, would contri- 
bute forces to the new 1 .440-man 
peacekeepinc mission in the 
Gulf. 

It would be the first time offic- 
ers from the United States, the 
Soviet Union. Britain. France 
and China were serving in the 
same U.N. contingent. 

In a letter to Security Council 
President Paul Nolcrdacme of 
Belgium, the secretary-general 
said he intended “to proceed with- 
out delay” with the deployment 
of the U.N. Iraq-Kuwait 
Ohsengriuwnission. known as 
UNlKtgP £■ 

An ^re^nre’paity ; of U.N. 
peace kddirs begins preparations 
to patrol ip? Kuwaiti- Iraqi border 
on SanirfBJ^U.N. officials hope ' 
the . can be in place 

within two weeks. 

The 30-man team, led by Ma- 
jor General Gunther Grcindl of 
Austria, was fo talk to Kuwait 
officials Saturday ahotlt setting 
up forces in a^cmilitarised' buffer 
zone, after which they will go to 
Baghdad for similar discussions. 

The 34 countries have all 
. volunteered contingents for UN- 
IKOM. In addition to the five 
permanent members they are 
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Argentina. Austria Bang- 
ladesh. Canada. Chile. Denmark. 
Fiji. Finland, Ghana, Greece, 
Hungry. India. Indonesia. Ire- 
land. Italy. Kenya. Malaysia, 
Nigeria. Norway. Pakistan. Po- 
land. Romania. Senegal, Singa- 
pore. Sweden. Thailand, Turkey. 
Uruguay and Venezuela. 

He said Switzerland had also 
informed him of its willingness to 
contribute to UN1KOM but did 
not make clear what function the 
Swiss might have. 

The tusk of UNIKOM is to 
deter violations and observe any 
potentially hostile actions along 
the border. 

The mission is to comprise 300 
unarmed military observers, pro- 
tected initially by five infantry 
companies totalling 6S0 men to 
provide security, as well as a field' 
engineering unit to help clear' 
mines, a logistics unit and an air 
unit with planes and helicopters. 

The Security Council’s declara- 
tion of a permanent ceasefire on 
Thursday permitted the deploy- 
ment of UNIKOM which will be* 
deployed as U.S. troops with- 1 ' 
draw from southern Iraq. 

A 5.000-member unit of the 
second armoured U.S. cavalry 
had already begun pulling out last 
weekend following Baghdad’s 
acceptance of stipulations for a 
permanent ceasefire ending the 
Gulf war. 
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Life in Baghdad — - 
slow return to normal 


BAGHDAD (R) — Roses are in 
bloom on Baghdad Island, but 
the fairground roller-coaster 
stands idle. left without power by 
the first U.S. air strike of the Gulf 
war on Jan. 17. 

The park, once the favourite 
weekend haunt of thousands of 
families, is a reminder of how 
things have changed in a city that 
has forgotten the pleasures of 
relaxing in public. 

"Before the war many people 
used to come here.” said Adnan, 
a 27-year-old attendant, on Fri- 
day." Now we get every few. 

"Thirty yesterday but never 
more than 60 or 70." 

As he spoke, a handful of people 
strolled through the gardens, • 
once a favourite picnic venue on 
reclaimed land by the Tigris Rjv- . 
er on the northern outskirts of the 
capital. * ■' 

The park has a theatre, cine- 
ma. restaurants, swimming pools, 
bowling alley, a huge lake, a 
fairground, and a children's play- 
ground. 

On Friday, once the park’s 
busiest day. all but one kiosk was 
closed. In the empty theatre, 
birds nested in the stage lighting. 

Elsewhere in the capital, life is 
becoming easier. 

The army is still visibly in 
control. Armed soldiers man 
checkpoints at key intersections 


but in other ways, life is regaining 
some of the trappings of normal- 
ity. 

The streets around A1 KJi a da- 
rn iya mosque in a northwestern 
shiite . district were bustling. 
Shops were open and crowds 
moved around after Friday 
prayers. 

Children absolved from the 
Ramadan fast nibbled at cakes 
and bread. Adults hurried to and 
fro with food for the first meal of 
the day after the fast ends at 
sunset. 

Residents say supplies of water 
and electricity are back, though 
intermittent in some districts. 

Food is available. The govern- 
ment provides rations of flour, 
sugar, rice, cooking oil and other 
essentials at subsidised prices. 

\. There are no telephone links 
and residents say privately they ' 
often have to augment food sup- 
plies expensively on the black 
market. 

Petrol is a particular headache. 
The ration — 30 litres every 20 
days — barely covers journeys to 
work. With black market prices 
up to 100 times the 90-fils (30 
cents) a litre price on a ration 
card, many families have taken to 
sharing cars. 

And a day out in Baghdad's 
Park has become a thing of the 
past. 


Emir of Bahrain joins call for Arab reconciliation 4 


BAHRAIN .(AP) — The emir of 
Bahrain, Sheikh Isa Ben Salman 
A 1 Khalifa. Saturday joined in 
the mounting calls for the healing 
of Arab ranks split by. the Iraqi 
occupation of Kuwait. 

“Now. more than ever before, 
we must unify our stand and 
evaluate the experiences we have 
been through," Sbeikh Isa said in an 
interview with the Kuwaiti daily 
A1 Seyassah, published simul-. 
taneously in Bahraini newspap- 
ers. 

The emir urged a frank dia- 
logue for the reconciliation pro- 
cess and said this would be in the 
joint interest of the Arab states. 

There should be “an honest 


appraisal of all Arab issues in a 
manner to guarantee life of peace 
and the building of a strong Arab 
World that will no longer be 
racked by conflict," he added. 

This was particularly necessary 
for the Arab Nation in a world 
gradually being dominated by 
” economic blocs, the emir advised. 

He said the Arabs also would 
like to see a unified Iraq with 
internal divisions surmounted so 
that Baghdad can also play its 
role in a strong pan-Arab nation. 

He did not mention President 
Saddam Hussein by name but 
stressed the unrest in Iraq was, an 
internal matter “and the Iraqi 
nation alone can choose the poli- 


tical system that satisfies it.” 

Iraq’s Aug. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait split the Arab World be- 
tween its supporters and the 
Saudi Arabian-led group of Arab 
states who rallied international 
support to end the occupation. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, a key ally of these Gulf 
states, said Thursday at a Muslim 
religious ceremony that the 
Arabs should get together and 
put the divisions of the Gulf crisis 
behind them. 

About a month after the Gulf 
war, Cairo hosted a low-level 
meeting of the 21-member Arab 
League where efforts began for 


healing the Arab rjjnfts.- That 
meeting was attended by a repre- 
sentative of Iraq. . .. 

Sheikh Isa also said' that his 
country was against any division 
of Iraq. 

"What is happening now in 
Iraq is an internal . affair and 
concerns only the Iraqi people,” 
he told AI Seyassah. “Bui at the 
same time we are against the 
division of Iraq. We want it uni- 
fied." ,. \ 

Sheikh Isa said trie Arab World 
had long suffered from, division 
and partition.. (for this reason) 
we want a unified Iraq* able to 
make its people live in security 
and stability." 


Kuwait to speed up battle against oil fire 


KUWAIT CITY ( AP) — Kuwait 
plans to hire more teams from 
around the world in an effort to 
cut by almost three-fourths the 
time needed to put out more 
than 500 oil well fires burning 
since the Gulf war. the oQ minis- 
ter said Saturday. One Canadian 
and three U.S. companies are 
currently fighting the fires. 

As of early Saturday, two of 
the fires has .been put out, and 23 
other wells that were spewing oil . 
had been capped. In all, about. 
600 oil wells were blown up be- 
fore the Gulf war ended on Feb. 
28, including about 520 that 
caught fire and about 80 that 
spewed oil without burning. 


“I’m not disappointed, but I'm 
concerned about the pace," Oil 
Minister Rasheed AJ Amiri told 
reporters. By hiring more teams, 
he said, it might take seven 
months to extinguish the fires, 
rather than two years. i 

He said be had not discussed 
his new plans with the four com- 
panies now on the job — Red 
Adair Co. and Boots and Coots 
Co. of Houston, Texas, Wild 
Well Control Co., of Spring.' 
Texas, and Safety Boss of Cal- 
gary, Alberta. 

“It will be a surprise," he said. 
“It will make them work harder." 

He repeatedly described these 
four firms as “the best in the 


world" but made clear his convic- 
■ non chat the disaster was too big 
from them. 

“They have never faced 500 
fires," he said. 

AJ Amiri declined to say how 
many new firefighting teams 
would be added or where they 
would come from, but indicated 
there would be many and that 
some would be provided by fore- 
ign governments. 

He said he had been consulting 
with officials' from Britain, 
France, China, Germany, Iran 
and other countries about their 
possible participation in the 
effort- Additional U.S. teams 


Rebuilding Kuwait ‘not a gold 
rush’ for U.S. companies 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
rebuilding of Kuwait, while 
offering opportunities for small 
U.S. companies. “ is not a gold 
rush.” a commerce Department 
official cautioned Friday. 

“We’re counseling patience." 
said David Jensen, deputy assis- 
tant secretary of commerce for 
Africa, the Near East and South 
Asia. 'This is not a gold rush; this 
is not going to happen quickly." 

He was speaking at a hearing of 
the house Small Business Sub- 
committee on Exports, tax policy 
and special problems. 

Sine foe end of tjie Gulf war, 
there- rh as bean-optimism i*<Fon- 


gress and foe country about foe 
opportunities for small businesses 
to work alongside America's cor- 
porate giants in rebuilding 
Kuwait. Lawmakers and govern- 
ment. agencies have been be- 
sieged by calls from small com- 
panies and unemployed workers: 

Kuwait's reconstruction, which 
will cost an estimated $100 bil- 
. lion, could become foe biggest 
rebuilding effort since foe Mar- 
shall plan reconstruction of 
Europe after World War II. 

Kuwait’s ambassador to the 
United States has said around 70 
per cent of all reconstruction 
contracts are^_ expected togo to 
U.S. co.ifl8^esyr„ I i 
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offers prisoner exchange 


MARJAYOUN, Lebanon (R) ~- 
The leader of an Israeli-backed 
militia renewed an offer Saturday 
to swap Arab prisoners for 12 
Western hostages and Israeli sol- 
diers missing in Lebanon. 

General Antoine Lahd, com- 
mander of the South Lebanon 
Army (SLA), told Reuters in bn , 
interview there were no plans to • 
release all 300 Lebanese and 
Palestinian prisoners held in a 
South Lebanon jail as repeatedly 
demanded by hostage-takers. 

“If we want to speak about 
releasing large numbers of pris- 
oners from Khiam jail, there ' 
should be negotiations linked to 
foe fate of all Western hostages as 
well as Israeli and SLA soldiers 
captured in Lebanon," Gen. 
Lahd said. 

Pro-Iranian groups holding foe 
Western hostages, who include 
six Americans and three Britons, 
have demanded the release of 
more than 400 Arabs held in r, 
Khiam and in Israel in return for 
their captives. 

Israeli and SLA prisoners weie 
captured by the pro-Iranian Hjz- 
bollah (Party of God), widely 
believed to be an umbrella group 
for the kidnappers of Westerners. 
Six Israelis are missing in Leba- 
non. 

Hizbollah has repeatedly de- 
nied any links to kidnapping but 
had hinted that it was willing to 
discuss through foe Red Cross 
exchanging at least two Israeli 
servicemen for prisoners held by 
Israel. 

Asked whether foe SLA plan- 
ned to free prisoners at foe end of 
Ramadan, Gen. Lahd said: 


/There is a possibility that some 
prisoners will be freed but I can't 
give you a date.” 

He called for a Lebanese- 
Israeli peace pact and said a drive 
by the government in Beirut to 
implement a U.N. resolution call- 
ing for an Israeli withdrawal from 
Lebanon would not succeed in 
foe near future. 

“The resolution can't be im- 
plemented unless problems be- 
tween Israel and Syria are re- 
solved,” said Gen. Lahd, who 
added that they had to be solved 
before relations between Leba- 
non and the Jewish state im- 
proved. 

The 3,000-strong SLA, backed 
by some 1,000 Israeli soldiers, 
controls an Israeli-proclaimed 
“security zone" — a buffer en- 
clave which runs up to 15 
kilometres into Lebanon. 

The zone was set up in 1985 to 
stop guerrilla attacks across 
Israel’s northern border. 

■ “The Arabs convinced Libyan, 
Syrian, Lebanese, Palestinian 
and other adventurers that foe 
road .to Jerusalem passes only 
through foe Israeli-Lebanese bor- 
ders, and not through Golan, 
Jordan or Egypt," Gen. Lahd 
said. 

Geh. Lahd said Lebanon 
should sign a peace agreement 
with Israel to win an Israeli with- 
drawal, as Egypt had done in 
1979. 

“We (in the security zone) 
have not been annexed tike (the 
Syrian) Golan or Jerusalem. The 
Israelis will also leave when the 
Lebanese state knows foe road 
that leads to this result,” Gen. 
Lahd said. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Power, water supplies restored to Basra 

NICOSIA (R) — Electricity an$ water supplies have been 
restored to most residential areas of Iraq's southern Basra 
govemorate, foe Iraqi News agency (IN A) said Saturday. The 
announcement coincided with Iranian reports that rebels had 
clashed with government troops on Friday night in the port of 
Basra and that fighting was still going on in Amara and Nassiriya, 
north and north-west of foe provincial capital. Basra. Iraq's 
second city, was heavily bombed by foe U.S.-led allies during the 
six-week Gulf war. It also saw fierce fighting when Shiite Muslim 
Rebels rebelled immediately after foe war ended on Feb. 28. IN A 
quoted Basra Governor Latif Hammoud as saying two power 
plants, heavily damaged by “imperialist aggression and acts of 
sabotage,” had been repaired. He said power would be restored 
to foe entire govemorate within a few days. Mr. Hammoud said 
foe water supply system and sewers had been completely repaired 
and all areas in foe govemorate had pure drinking water. 

"fraqi 'missile failed to explode on impact . 

TEL AVIV (AP) — One of the Iraqi missiles fired-^t Is foe! during 
foe opening stages on foe Gulf war slammed jnto.arficitfely 
populated- artJS of greater Tel AvfclfiNailed to Israeli 

censors revealed Saturday. CNN television and the New. .York 
Times both reported it at foe time, but others, like foe Associated 
Press, were not allowed to use it. The warhead crashed through 
an empty three-storey apartment building before finally coming to 
rest in a ground floor jewelry shop. Residents in a foree-square- 
kilometre radius of the shop were ordered to leave the rooms they 
had sealed in case of a chemical attack and enter their* bomb 
shelters as army sappers defused the 300 kilogramme warhead. 
The missile was later taken to an army base for display. During 
foe war, Israeli censors deleted from news stories details they 
feared could help Iraq aim subsequent missile barrages, CNN and 
NBC television networks bad had their broadcasts cut 1 for short 
periods after censors complained that revealing details werei given 
live on the air. Censors are still not allowing foe exact date or site 
of impact of the unexploded Scud to be published. Iraq- fired a 
total of 39 Scud missiles at Israel in IS barrages during the Gulf 
war. Two ‘people were killed and 230 were wounded and. nearly 
11,000 apartments were damaged or destroyed. 

Tunisia expels British journalist 

TUNIS (AP) — The government has ordered foe bureau chief of 
the British news agency Reuters out of the country for spreading 
“deliberate disinformation," a government official said Saturday. 
Jonathan Wright, a 37-year-old Briton who has been stationed in 
Tunisia for three years, committed “a series of misreporting.... 
based on hearsay,” according to the official, who would not be 
further identified. Mr. Wright “practiced deliberate disinforma- 
tion” and was informed Friday that he must leave the country by 
Sunday, the official said. During foe Gulf war, Mr. Wright 
reported that two people were killed in a pro-Iraqi demonstration 
in central Tunisia, a report denied by the government." Tunisia 
was on Iraq’s side during foe war, and bristles at what it views as ■ 
negative reporting of its anti-allied coalition stand during foe 
conflict. The journalist also reported that after Tunisia. estab- 
lished the committee for human rights and fundamental liberties, 
made up of government officials, there were numerous arrests of 
people in Islamic circles in the country. That and other reports 
based on information from Islamic sources whom Mr. Wright 
refused to identify for their safety angered foe government. 

Dutch police hold eight over firebomb 

AMSTERDAM (R) — Dutch police said thev arrested eight men 
after Iraqi protesters threw two petrol bombs into the Iraqi 
embassy in the Hague late on Friday. One of the firehrwnh? 
hurled ^raugh a first floor window, exploded and started a fire 
]*"* *"■* W gilders ($5,300) of damage. poh* Sd No 
one was in the building at foe time. The attack folJwSfdav of 
peaceful protests outside foe embassy. . ^ 



Meteorology. 

!l will be warm and partly cloudy 
and winds will be easterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds win be northerly moder- 
ate and seas calm. 

MrnJmax. (cmp. 

Ammon 10 / 24 

Aqaba 19/31 

Deserts 8/25 

Jordan Valley 20/30 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 23. Aqaba 29. Humidity readings: 
Amman 30 per cent. Aqaba 22 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Ahmad-AINatour 653934 

Dr. Bahjat Badr 849362 

Dr- Wa'd Dumari 774800 

Dr. Mohammad Abu Mmhfouz ... ( — ) 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy T78336 

A! Ascma pharmacy - 637055 

Nahoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmehani pharmacy 637660 

IRBID: 

Dr. Kama] Najjar (—1 

Al Sharaa' pharmacy 275S25 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Yousef Awad f — I 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 II 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Gvfl Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ...’. 199 

Rescue FoDec 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PnNic Security Department 630321 

Hotel Co m plaints 60S800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipalily 

Complain is 787111 

Telephone Information 
(directory assistance) 121 


Overseas Calk 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AbdaE Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Elec tricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company *36381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen AEa Inti. Airport 08*53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khali di Maternity, J. Amn ... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity. J. Aran.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcbani 664171/4 

Shmcbaru Hospital 669131 


University Hospital 845845 

AI-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali - 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164*6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrcen 777101/3 

AJ-Bashrr, J. Ashrafich 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Marita . — 891611/15 

Queen Ala Hospital 60224WS0 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

ZarqaGovt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (091991071 
I bn Sma Hospital (09J9B6732 

IRBID: 

Princes) Basma Hospital .. (021275545 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
JAjNtoiioS.... wSm& 

Princess Haya Hospiul .... (031314111 


MARKET PRICES 


l/ppcptower price . 

Appte 




CfVt I »FA 

Banana (Mukammar) "I;;"; 450 / 400 
CabLc ti50/5S0 

Qwimbcia (large! 200 /]M 

Cumbers (small, S/SS 

EonSa'a.' 1000 / 900 

Garik*" 1 =50 / 200 

f Jcmoa Vjn • -ten 

lettuce (per one) jen / ioq 

Marrow (large) 200 / 1SD 

Marrow (snuU) 4m, JS 

30/200 

Rad ish 240/190 

Sane .200/ 150 



Tomatoes f ® 

400 / 320 


also were anticipated, he said. 

He said the projected cost of 
the firefighting operation. — up to 
$430 million — would not be 
increased by the. new strategy if, 
as hoped, foe fires could be put 
out in seven months rather than 4 
the initial projection of two years. 

This would cut the amount of 
oil losses from $43 billion to $12.5 
billion, he said. He estimated that 
fires are burning up about six 
million barrels of oil a day. a daily 
loss of about $120 million. 

Also damaged are Kuwait's 
pipelines, ports and refineries, 
completely, shutting down foe 
emirate’s dominant industry. 




JORDAN 


Work to start soon on 
courts of justice complex 


AMMA N (J.T.) — Work on the 
construction of a JD 10 million 
complex to house die courts of 
justice in Amman will soon be- 
gin, and the government has allo- 
cated JO 1 million for fee initial 
stage of the project, according to 
Minister of Justice Majed Khar 
Iifeb. 

In a statement to A1 Ra’i and 
fee Jordan Times dailies, the 
minister said feat the complex 
would consist of seven storeys. 

At- present, the Court of 
Appeals, the First Instance 
Cdurt, the Higher Court of Jus- 
tice and fee Court of Cassation as 
weU as a court for fee Amman 
Municipality are distributed 
around fee capital. “The new 
complex is expected to house all 
these courts plus the Justice 
Ministry itself,” the minister said. 

“The Armed Forces donated a 
28 dunum Land near the Parlia- 
ment building, in Abdati, for the 
project and the government is 
expected to come up with the cost 
of the whole project, which is 
expected to be completed m four 
years from now,” Mr. KhaKfeh 
said. 

The aim of the project, he said, 
is to dispose of the old and 
inconvenient courts and facilitate 
the access to the courts by judges 
and members of the public, the 
minister said. 

“At present, the Justice Minis- 
try is putting the finishing touches 
to fee project, which is plarn<» d 
as a most modern building, with 



Fertiliser company makes 
use of local raw materials, 

says could boost production 


Housing Bank nets profit** 
starts distributing dividends 


Mjtfed 

all the required facilities like 
courtrooms, waiting rooms for 
the public, lawyers’ halls, assem- 
bly and meeting halls,” fee minis- 
ter pointed out. 

The foundation stone to the 
complex is expected to be laid in 
three months’ time and the total 
area of the buildings is expected 
to be 50,000 square metres, the 
minister added. 

When first planned in 1989, the 
complex was estimated to cost JD 
6 null ion, but due to the difficult 
economic conditions in Jordan at 
fee time the project was put off. 

The then justice minister, who 
announced the project at a press 
conference, said that the complex 
was urgently needed to replace 
the congested and old-fashioned 
buildings that currently serve as 
c ou r t s in Amman. 


AMMAN f J.T.) — In view of the 
loss of Gulf countries markets for 
Jordanian products, a major ferti- 
liser company in Jordan is turning 
attention to European markets to 
sell tis products and ensure furth- 
er income for the country. 

Ham Hneidi, director general 
of the Jordan Kuwait Company 
for Agriculture and Food Pro- 
ducts, said in a statement to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, t hat 
fee c om p any , which was estab- 
lished in 1985, was currently us- 
ing locally produced potash and 
phosphate for most of its pro- 
ducts. 

“The company established a 
fertiliser plant in Aqaba in 1988 
in order to meet the Jordanian 
markets’ demands and others 


abroad,” Mr. Hneidi said. 

The JD 1 million plant pro- 
duces 40,000 tonnes of fertilisers 
annually but fee capacity could 
be boosted to 55,000 tonnes 
should there be need for more 
production for exports, according 
to Mr. Hneidi. 

The Aqaba plant has been 
marketing its products mainly in 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, until 
before fee Gulf crisis, but con- 
tacts are now under way with 
France and fee Netherlands to 
market the products in Europe. 

“Already the company has sent 
shipments of agricultural pro- 
ducts and fertilisers to German 
markets and it is hoped feat fee 
contacts wife fee other European 
countries will open the way for 


further shipments to Europe,*' 
Mr, Hneidi said. 

“The company, which operates 
with a JD 4 ndUion capital, uses 
nearly 80 per cent of the phos- 
phate and potash for fee fertiliser 
industry from Jordan and fee 
high quality product makes it 
attractive in Europe and highly 
competitive in other countries." 
said Mr. Hneidi. 

"By meeting the local markets' 
demand, fee company has saved 
the Kingdom S5 million worth of 
fertilisers annually.” be added. 
Ar present, Mr. Hneidi pointed 

out, fee plant in Aqaba employs 
54 technicians and workers, but 
fee number could grow into 80 
once fee increase in exports has 
been guaranteed. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Homing 
Bank has jin* announced that its 
net profits for 1990 ammnwed to 
JD 3.67 ntilUocu and it will soon 
distributt dividends to the share- 
holders at the rde of 14 per cent. 

“Despite the Golf crisis in the 
second half of 1990, which has 
had its advene effect s on the 
national economy, the Hooting 
Bank rac e pc dcd in m ai nt a ining 
its normal growth rate and its 
total assets now stand at JD 607.2 
nrifljon,” according to Znhcfr 
Khonri, chairman and tfireaor 
general of the Hooting Bank. 

Mr. Khonri told a gen eral 
assembly meeting at fee Plaza 
Hotel in Amman fea t im»y peo- 
ple in Jordan resorted to dr awing 
large sums of their savings during 
fee Golf crisis, only to ream 
them soon afterward s when their 


Relief supplies for 
Iraq flow steadily in 


Jordan to observe 
World Non-Smoking Day 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


University plans disarmament studies 

AMMAN (Petra) — Yannouk. University President AS Mahaf- 
zah has been elected as member of a committee set up by the 
International Association of Universities to promote university 
teaching of topics related to disarm ament. The committee, which 
groups presidents of universities and scientists as well as diplo- 
mats and experts in monitoring arms sales, will try to work oat 
special courses for university training in disarmament and 
relevant matters. 

Arabian Horse Club announces winners 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Arabian Horse Club announced Saturday 
that the fourth round of showjumpring competitions would be held 
at fee dob on April 26. Last Thursday, fee dub held a substitute 
round of showjumping competitions and said that the cumulative 
results of fee past three rounds, up to March 31. 1991 were as 
follows: First winner, Hani Bisharat, second winner, Raed 
Nasser, third winner, Sried Ai SbohoT, fourth winner, Yazid Aim 
Jaber, fifth winner, Omar Bibi, sixth winner, Muna Sukbtian, 
seventh winner, Luboa Izridden. 

Exhibition to benefit Palestinians 

IRBID (Petra) — An exhibition on Palestinian cultural heritage 
was opened in Irbid Saturday. The exhibition, which was 
organised by Palestinian women groups, was opened by Mayor 
Abdul Razzak TubeishaL It displays paintings and other hand- 
icrafts depicting Palestinian culture. The organisers said that 
proceeds of fee three-day exhibition would benefit the Palestinian 
people involved in the intifada. 


AMMAN (J.T.) - Mederins sans 
frontierts (MSF) office here has 
announced plans to alleviate the 
sufferings of the Iraqi people, 
especially in the Basra Govezno- 
rate, and said that it was cooper- 
ating with other relief organisa- 
tions to provide «cdkr»n™» 

An MSF statement said that 
trucks laden with relief supplies 
by tire European Community 
(EC) left Amman Saturday for 
Iraq. The tracks carry 26 tonnes 
of medical materials, water, 
sanitation equipment, high ener- 
gy biscuits, milkpowder and fuel, 
the statement said. 

“Basra Govern orate is the 
main focus of MSPs activities at 
the moment and technical .assist- 
ance is given to health centres in 
AI Zubeir, AI Qurna and Al 
Medina districts,” the statement 
pointed out. 

“These centres will be supplied 
with primary health care needs, 
drugs, milk for children, fuel and 
means to secure a dean water 
supply.” the statement added. 

“In each district mother and 
child care activities will be estab- 
lished at a health centre,” fee 
statement added. 

“MSF will continue to give 
material support and technical 
assistance to health centres in 
R am adi Goveroorapte and taatfe- 
rial has already been donated to 
facilities in Ramadi, FaUujah and 
Hk towns," said the statement. 

It said that the MSF was in 
dose cooperation with the Minis- 
try of Health and the Iraqi Red 
Crescent Society branches in fee 
northern regions of Iraq in order 
to provide medical assistance to 
fee dvifian population. 


In another development, a 
team representing the Federation 
of Jordanian Miners Union re- 
turned to Amman Saturday fol- 
lowing a several day visit to Iraq 
where it carried shipments of 
food and children milk as well as 
a power generator. 

Khaled Shrim, head of the 
group, said that his team had met 
with trade unionists and other* 
officials and expressed readiness 
to contribute towards the recon- 
struction of Iraq. 

Iraq's needs and assistance that 
can be channelled from the 
Miners Union in Jordan were 
discussed at the meetings, Mr. 
Shrim said. 

He said that agreement was 
reached to send to Iraq several 
repair and maintenance teams 
and technicians to contribute to 
the re-construction process. 

Meanwhile, according to Reu- 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A national 
seminar on combating smoking 
will be held in Amman on May 
29, under the chairmanship of 
Minister of Health Adnan Jal- 
jouli and with the participation of 
various organisations, according 
to an announcement here 
Wednesday by a preparatory 
committee. 

The committee discussed 
arrangements for the seminar, 
which, it said, will be held to 
mark Jordan's observance of the 
World Non-Smoking Day on May 
31. 

"The non-smoking day would 
be observed in Jordan under the 
| motto: Towards creating public 
places and public transport free 
of smoking." the committee said 
in a statement. 

It said that the observance of 
the world day would be marked 
by lectures, seminars and notices 
in the media warning against the 


rer News Agency, the Interna- hazards of smoking. 


tional Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) sent a convoy of 
fuel and medicine to Iraq on 
Saturday as part of an effort to 
deliver relief supplies to areas 
outside Baghdad. 

The ICRC said fee convoy, its 
13th from Jordan, included 10 
watertankers and two fuel trucks 
carrying 23~ tonnes of diesel and 
gasoline. 

An ICRC spokesman said 
some of fee supplies would be 
sent from Baghdad to the south 
while relief agencies are also 
frying to deliver food and medi- 
cine to northern Iraq. 

Western doctors who were in 
Iraq last week said hospitals out- 
side Baghdad had run out of basic 
methanes. 


Jordan has been observing the 
non-smoking day over the past 
years and the Ministry of Health 
has enforced laws banning smok- 


ing in public places, hospitals, 
dubs, means of transport and 
other areas. 

The national committee, which 
'was established in 1988. has vet 
up branches in Amman. Irbid and 
Karak with the aim of providing 
advice to the young against the 
habit of smoking. 

On May 31. the committee 
plans to distribute booklets, raise 
posters and show documentary’ 
films focusing attention on the 
general dangers involved in 
smoking. 

The committee is made up of 
representatives of the ministries 
of health and awqaf and Islamic 
affairs as well as the Jordanian 
medical and pharmacists associa- 
tions. the Civil Defence Depart- 
ment. the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency (UNRWA), 
the General Federation of Jorda- 
nian Women, the General Union 
of Voluntary Societies, the 
Queen Alia Social Welfare Fund, 
the Jordanian Society for the 
Prevention of Road Accidents 
and the Business and Professional 
Women's Club. 


Army joins south 
reconstruction efforts 


Officials, farmers discuss water situation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A meeting 

was beM Saturday at the Ministry 
of Water and Irrigation under the 
cbainnaiiship of Water and 
Irrigation Minister Saad Hayel 
Surotrr and in fee presence of the 
members of the Agriculture 
Committee of fee Lower House 
of parfiament and the Fanners 
Association and Jordan Valley 
Authority (JVA) secretary gener- 
al Abdul Aziz Wish ah. 


The meeting discussed fee wa- 
ter situation in the Jordan Valley 
region, the available water re- 
sources and fee water needed for 
irrigation from April to October, 
1991. 

Mr. Suronr said the water 
situation was not as good as the 
past years because the rainfall in 
this season was late and irregular. 

This, the minister said, caused 
a sig ni ficant shortage of water in 


reservoirs because of consump- 
tion from the Kingdom’s reserves 
during the rainy season. 

Despite the fact that there is 
shortage in water, the ministry 
will seek to provide all formers 
with water in quantities similar to 
previous years, be said. 

The minister affirmed the need 
to draw a long-period water 
strategy so as to prepare fee 
country for any water shortage m 


tiie future. 

Mr. Surour said that the minis- 
try was fitting difficulty in con- 
ducting periodical maintenance 
wort: for irrigation water net- 
works in the Jordan Valley region 
because spare parts were not 
available in Jordan. 

Mr. Wtshah reviewed fee au- 
thority’s water policy for fee com- 
ing period and fee problem fitting 
the JVA. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The En- 
gineering Corps of the Jordanian 
Armed Forces has joined the 
general under way efforts to re- 
pair roads and bridges in the 
southern regions of Jordan fol- 
lowing last month’s devastating 
rainstorm that hit the areas. 

According to Niazi Shabaan. 
director of the Tourism Depart- 
ment at the Nabatean city of 
Petra, the bulldozers and other 
machinery from the Armed 
Forces have already started work 
at the ancient site to reopen the 
'roads blocked by stone and mud 
swept hr by the floods. 

Mr. Shabaan said that the 
floods at the ancient site were 
unwitnessed for more than 100 
years and they completely cut off 
fee Nabatean dty from tiie rest of 
the region of many days. 

He said that water tides, more 
than five metres high poured into 
the Petra region. 


Mr. Shabaan said that thanks 
to the engineering units of the 
Armed Forces, and those of the 
Ministry of Public Works, the 
roads into and around the ancient 
sites could be reopened in two 
weeks from now. 

Several people were killed and 
heavy property damage was 
caused in the storm on March 22. 
Most of fee bridges on roads, vast 
areas of farmlands, irrigation can- 
als and culverts, and thousands of 
heads of farm animals were swept 
away by the flood. 

The 'Council of Ministers, 
which received a comprehensive 
report about the situation from 
Minister of Public Works and 
Housing Abdul Raouf Al Rawab- 
deh. allocated JD 1 millioh for 
the repairs in the govemorates of 
Tafileh, Karak and Maan. the 
worst affected regions of the 
south. 


Search for ‘non- Palestinian’ Palestinians is an 
exercise in futility, says human rights activist Kuttab 


'From Raoia Atalla 
in Washington 

. ONGOING EFFORTS by the 
U.S., Israel and some Arab 
states to find a new Palestinian 
leadership as an alternative to 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) are bound to 
backfire and to prove counter- 
productive, according to a 
prominent Palestinian lawyer. 

-Jonathan Kuttab, co- 
founder of “Al-Haq,"fee West 
Bank affiliate of the Interna- 
tional Commission of Jurists, 
believes most Palestinians re-- 
gait! efforts at supplanting the 
PLO as an attempt not only to 
si define fee Palestinian lead- 
ership but also to sidestep fee 
Palestinians as a people. 

“The search for hion- 
Palestinian Palestinians’ is an 
empty exercise to avoid deal- 
tag with the Palestinian peo- 
ple,” Mr. Kuttab told a group 
of academics and journalists 
Friday at the Centre for Policy 
Analysis on Palestine, a re- 
cently established Washington 
femktank. 

The Palestinian lawyer told 
of fee systematic yet invisible 
measures Israeli occupation 
authorities have been carrying 
out in fee occupied t e r rit ories 
since the beginning of fee Gulf 


war, from bouse demolitions to 
a dminis trati v e detentions and 
expulsions of Palestinians. 

In the context of fee “peace 
process,” these measures 
translate into a contradiction 
of what Washington has refer- 
red to as “confidence building 
measures’' that are aimed at 
creating a proper climate for 
talks between Arab countries 
and Israel and Palestinians and 
Israel. 

Mr. Kuttab sand Palestinians 
were made to understand that 
although the U.S. was not will- 
ing to posh Israel towards an 
overall peace settlement, it was 
ready to pressure Israeli au- 
thorities on these “confidence- 
building measures” aimed at 
improving daily life for Palesti- 
nians in fee territories. “What 
we have seen on fee ground is 
measures fear destroy the con- 
fidence of fee Palestinian peo- 
ple,” Mr. Kuttab said, citing as 
examples prolonged curfews as 
a form of controlling the 
Palestinian population, con- 
trols on Palestinians working 
inside Israel* Smiting Palesti- 
nian access to East Jerusalem 
and expulsions of Palestinians 
of moderate views such as 
IsraeTs latest move to deport 
four Fateh supporters from the 
territories. 


Meanwhile, politically, the 
Likud government has put 
forth its demands for the nor- 
malisation or relations be- 
tween Israel and Arab states, 
and for an end to the Arab 
boycott of Israel. 

Palestinians in the territories 
are convinced that “Israel does 
not want to meet with any 
Palestinians,” Mr. Kuttab 
asserts. 

Newsreports have quoted 
Secretary of State James Baker 
as savins that a eoal of the 
Israeli-proposed/backed re- 
gional conference is to bring 
Israel and Arab states into 
direct - talks while also prorid- 
ing a “mechanism” for Israel 
and the Palestinians to start a 
dialogue. But some believe 
that such a conference, in line 
with Washington’s two-track 
approach to settling the con- 
flict, is a sensible-sounding 
formula to sign peace agree- 
ments b e t wee n Arab states and 
Israel while getting no more 
than “talks" between the 
Palestinians and Israel. 

Palestinians have made it 
dear they are firm on fee 
principles — self- 
determination and Palestinian 
representation — but ready 
and willing to be flexible on fee 


means of achieving those prin- 
ciples. “If fee ultimate objec- 
tives are guarantees, we are 
willing to talk about mechan- 
isms and phases,” said one 
Washington-based Palestinian 
academic who did not wish to 
be quoted by name. 

Mr- Kuttab reiterated that 
same principle: Palestinians 
are wining to be flexible on the 

details and fee form in which 
negotiations wQl take place 
provided there are guarantees 
for the Palestinians to repre- 
sent themselves rather than 
have another party represent 
them. 

This flexibility, according to 
Mr. Kuttab, stems from the 
fact feat Palestinians have felt 
it is important that they not be 
placed in a position where they 
may appear to be the obstacles 
to peace. 

Nonetheless, Mr. Knttab 
said any concession from the 
Palestinians would have to be 
made by the “totality of fee 
Palestinian people,” as repre- 
sented through fee Palestine 
National Council (PNQ, fee 
PLO and its chairperson, Yas- 
ser Arafat 

Mr. Arafat, he added, is the 
one Palestinian leader who is 
™ to pull together the diffe- 


rent factions of fee organisa- 
tion, from left to right, from 
rdigioQs to Marxists. “He has 
the personal popularity and 
standing that can get intellec- 
tuals and shabab (youth) in 
refugee camps... and in that 
sense he is essential,” Mr. Kut- 
tab said. 

Asked what would be the 
outcome if fee Palestinians 
who have met wife Mr. Baker 
during his two trips to (he 
region would declare they have 
no relation with fee PLO or 
have not been approved by fee 
PLO, Mr. Kuttab said: “what- 
ever legitimacy they have 
would evaporate overnight." 

Mr. Kuttab acknowledges 
feat fee Palestinian leadership 
should have made a greater 
effort to explain its position on 
fee Gulf crisis and the nuances 
of that position, rather than 
allow fee image and perception 
to prevail that the leadership 
was supportive of fee Iraqi 
invasion and occupation of 
Kuwait. 

The Palestinian lawyer be- 
.Beves many Palestinians are con- 
vinced that U.S. interest would 
be better served in fee region if 
Israel n brought into accom- 
modation with Palestinian 
nationalism. 


Although Washington has 
declared it is serious about 
peace and willing to work on it, 
the U.S. actions have con- 
trasted wife its intentions as 
more U.S. dollars are given to 
Israel while the latter increases 
the settlements in the West 
-Bank and deports more 
Palestinians. 

**We want to believe feat the 
U.S. is willing to act on its own 
words,” he said. 

Palestinians have become 
the barometer of President 
Busb's New World Order, Mr. 
Kuttab said. “If this New 
World Order treats us justly 
and fairly and is willing to 
apply standards consistently, 
then maybe there is hope in 
this order for everyone. If, >on' 
fee other band, it ignores us. 
crashes us and sidelines us, not 
only will we suffer but the New 
World Order is unlikely to be 
very stable in the long run.” he 
said. 

He ended wife some irony in 
his thought: “We understand 
feat (President) Bush has been 
struck by Amnesty Interna- 
tional's reports on (Iraqi- 
occupied) Kuwait. We hope he 
is reading other Amnesty In- 
ternational repons.” 


fcan were allayed. “Indeed de- 
posits of cheats rose in 1990 by 
JD 53.9 tuffion to reach JD 487.9 
mDfioa, Mr. Khonri said. 

TV Housing Bank's »nnn»| 
report shows that loans extended 
for housing and development 
projects in 1990 amounted to JD 
118.9 mflBoa mod, despite fee 
Gulf crisis, investments hi fee 
country continued prompt in g the 
bank to expand Its operations, 

“The Hooting Bank has Intro- 
duced • new credit programme 
for projects that require ex- 
pansion or modernisation and has 
been offering loans to the inves- 
ton," Mr. Khonri said. 

He added that 1990 bad witnes- 
sed Ac opcaring of four new 
branches of the Housing Bank in 
varioos regions, to raise the total 
number of branches in the coon- 


try to 100 or SO pa colt of the 
total number of Ac bank* operat- 
ing k fee eoMrtty. 

“1990 also ritwiuil the sort 
oil children's bank, affitteated to 
fee Housing Bsak. to encourage 
children to sere up for ferir 
future,” Mr. Kfcoori said. 

He said that Her Majesty 
Qoocn Nonr laldfea cornerstone 
for fob bank which b located 
within the Haya Arts Centre lft 
Amman. 

In order to hnpsrtve foe Hous- 
ing Bank's pMfeMMNee, Mr. 
Khonri said, uw|mkik was 
made in foe oast yam for 1,200. 
Hooting Bank Mjfcfcci to get 
advanced traiaiag and the 

Amman branch offamd training 
fat banking to other hanking in- 
stitution operation In the King- 
dom. 


Financial donations to help the needy 


Japanese group brieM 
on expatriates’ needs 


AMMAN (J.T.)*— A six-memb- 
er Japanese group representing 
the Gulf Evacuees Relief Execu- 
tive Committee was Saturday 
briefed on Jordan’s services to 
the evacoees from Aria, Africa 
and other parts of the worid 
during the Gulf crisis and the 
urgent pressing needs of expatri- 
ates retur ni ng to Eve hi the King- 
dom. 

The briefing was presented by 
Dr. Ahmad Qatanani, director erf 
the Foreign Ministry's Depart- 
ment of Palestinian Affairs, at a 
meeting with the group members 
who came to Jordan last week to 
leant about and explore means of 
extending aasbunce to the needy 
people. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said that fee group had raised 
a large sum of money in dona- 
tions from the Japanese people to 
be channelled to fee Jordanian 
gov ern ment and people to help 
them offset part of the losses 
inflicted on the Kingdom by fee 
Gulf war. 

Dr. Qatanani presented to fee 
visitors a general review of fee 
thing conditions of people wife 
special focus on the Palestinians 
in fee refugee cam p s . 


He said feat fee PMesthuans 
here and In fee o cc u pi ed Wot 
Bank were living m vera difficult 
conditions, broug ht about by the 
Gulf war. 

He said the kwa of rcmHUiKCi 
sent by relatives in Kuwait and 
other Gulf states had dealt •« 
heavy blow to hksunhift do- 
pending on them for their living 

Dr. Osiaium tire briefed fee 
visitors on feu department's acti- 
vities and its ca iferija with the 
regional and taMMrtloEnl orga- 
nbatioos wife fee abn of provid- 
ing help to foe needy Palesti- 
nians. 

Following fee outbreak of (he 
Gulf crisis in August 1990. at 
least 200,000 Jucdaaian and 
Palestinian expatriates have re- 
turned to Jordan and Palestine 
after losing their lodiboods m 
the Gulf together wife their sav- 
ings and other property, official 
sources say. 

At least four trf fee Japanese 
group will go lu fee occupied 
Wert Bank and fee Gun Strip 
Sunday for a few days visit to 
investigate the sRntion in the 
Palestinian arena and refugee 
c amps before Idrtilt to Am- 
mail for Ail feu discussions. with 
Jordanian officials.. 


Cement factory makes JD 4m profit 


By Mamdouh Hawamdeh 

Special to thb Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordan Cement 
Factories Company has achieved 
a net profit of JD 3,976,431 dur- 
ing the year 1990, according to 
the company's Director General 
Hatem Halawani. 

Mr. Halawani said the year 
1990 was distinguished by the 
reoperation of all the company's 
production lines as the company 
was exporting cement to new 
foreign markets. This, he said, 
led to an increase in production 
and a reduction in costs. 

Mr. Halawani said 1,499,100 
tonnes of cement were sold in the 
local market last year, while 
241,951 tonnes were exported for 
foreign markets. 


The foreign markets importing 
Jordanian cement, jww rdifw : to 
Mr. Halawani, are Yemen. Sudan. 
Saudi' Arabia. Bangladesh and 
Dubai. 

The company's plan for the 
current year aims at continuing 
operating all its production lines at 
Al Fuheis and Al Raahitliych 
factories, to meet the need of the 
local market, and to export the 
surplus, which b estimated at 
about 1.75 million tonnes, the 
company's director general said. 

He added that the company's 
plan for the current year entailed 
bridging, about implements at 
one of Aqaba port's piers to 
increase the volume of the com- 
pany’s exports, and to continue 
the production process during 
winter in Al RasMdiycb factory. 


ARABIAN HORSE ( 



Invites their customers for horse 
riding, go karting and lunch for the 
sum of 

JD 5:000 per pence 

during the Eid El Fltr feast hmktay 

For reservation please call It I §1233 
Queen Alfa Airport highway 14 km from SmM Circle 
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Operation storm and dust? 


WE ARE hearing a lot these days from Washington about 
tbe American seriousness in efforts for Middle East based on 
equitable solutions to the Arab-lsraeli conflict and the 
Palestinian problem. And, having seen President George 
Bush dispatching his Secretary of State James Baker to the 
MUhflt East twice following the Gulf war for talks with 
regional leaders, we could perhaps also discern some 
seriousness on the part of Washington. 

But the hardline statements coming out of Israel, particu- 
larly the reaffirmation by Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
and Ms hawkish Housing Minister Ariel Sharon that the 
Israeli government is stepping up its policy of building 
settkbms in the occupied territories, pose a big question: 
How serious are the Americans in their endeavours to settle 
the Palestinian problem once and for all based on justice and 
fairness? 

Adding a little more scepticism is the marked abstention 
by American administration officials from even describing 
the settlements as illegal rattier than “obstacles to peace.’’ 

What are we to learn from the situation? That the 
Americans are serious, but tbe Israelis are not when it 
comes to moves for a comprehensive solution to the entire 
Middle East conflict? Or that the American seriousness falls 
short of calling a spade by its right name? 

The Israeli position that it would not allow itself to be 
dissuaded from increasing settlements in the occupied 
territories defeats the purpose of ongoing peace efforts, 
especially when considering that it was reiterated by Shamir 
and Sharon Saturday amid Mr. Baker’s intense diplomacy 
to solve the conflict. Shamir’s assertion that Israel’s 
settlement policy has no relation to the peace process 
exposes the reality that the Jewish state is somehow hoping 
for n solution which does not entail the return of Palestinian 
ter rit o r y . Tbe argument gains more currency when we also 
IMea to Israeli leaders repeating, time and again, that any 
peace agreement with Syria will not result in the Jewish 
state relinquishing the Golan Heights. All pointers are to tbe 
fad that what Israel wants or hopes for is “peace in return 
for peace” rather than “peace in return for land.” That 
raises the biggest qnestkm even What is the purpose in 
everyone concerned running around in circles seeking the 
elusive peace when it is apparent that the occupier has no 
In t e n t ion whatsoever of returning land to its rightful 
owners as part of a settlement? 

Mr. Baker and others in the Bush administration — if 
indeed they are interested in genuine peace rather than 
raMug a storm and dost to vilify the war against Iraq in the 
name of international legitimacy — would be better advised 
if they turn their energies to convincing Israel that there wM 
never be peace in the Middle East unless and until the 
occupied lands are returned to their rightful owners. The 
Arabs are ready for honourable peace but not surrender of 
Ibdr inalienable rights for the sake of peace simply because 
fcrud wants it so. 


Arabic press commentaries 


Commenting on James Baker’s current contacts with Arab 
countries to peddle his initiative. At Ra’i Arabic daily said 
Saturday that the U.S. Secretary is adopting a policy quite 
different from that which Washington followed in solving the Gulf 
crisis. The paper said that Baker's moves revolve around Israel's 
interests, and is aimed at obtaining further concessions from the 
Arabs for a settlement favourable to Israel and Zionism. Clearly 
the United States is dealing with the Middle East question in a 
different manner to that adopted by the U.S.-led alliance in the 
Golf crisis where Washington refused any form of negotiations 
with Iraq and banned such negotiations for others too. tbe paper 
noted. It said that Washington is trying to find a way around 
Security Council Resolution 242 which gives the Palestinians their 
rights instead of trying to implement that resolution. What is 
more, the United States is holding the Arabs as the aggressors 
with respect to Israel and is imposing impossible conditions at a 
time when Israel continues to defy all Council resolutions and 
refuses to withdraw from Arab land, the paper pointed out. Israel 
has in advance voiced its total rejection of Security Council 
resolutions, but it is being rewarded not punished for its attitude, 
said the paper. If Washington wants to avoid double standard 
dealings, it shonld force Israel to give back the land it has 
occupied since 1967 and allow the Palestinians to exercise their 
rights in full, the paper demanded. Until then, it said, Washington 
will remain as far as ever from any step towards achieving genuine 
peace. 


The Labour Ministry’s endeavours to find jobs for the unem- 
ployed a tackled by a columnist in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily Saturday. 

calls the public attention to the fact that the ministry has 
ctnbarked on serious efforts towards substituting the non- 
Jordanians with local workers and the ministry’s latest announce- 
ment that it found 1,500 jobs for workers mainly in the Amm an 
region. These jobs are found in hotels, restaurants and construc- 
tion projects, and they should indeed attract thousands of yonng 
men who have been seeking jobs for so long to no avail, the writer 
notes. In its drive to solve many of the economic and social 
problems in Jordan, die Labour Ministry deserves all appreciation 
and support from the members of the public; and the best way of 
displaying such gratitude is to encourage, pave the way and act 
towards involving job-seekers in all fields of occupation, the 
writer argues. Indeed the job-seekers would be doing their 
country and themselves a big favour if they turned their attention 
to the offered jobs; and, says the writer, it is a thousand times 
better to be working than being idle and shunning a decent way of 
life. ' 


Sunday's Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fafaed Fanek 


Imbalance between population and 
resources: Mother of all problems 


What is the single most crucial economic problem in Jordan? And 
what are your projections for the Jordanian economy in the 
coming twelve months? These were two sharp questions thrown at 
six Jordanian economists by the weekly economic programme 
which will be presented by Jordan Television next Sunday, April 
21 . 

In my opinion, the mother of all economic problems that face 
Jordan is the imbalance between population and resources. Over 
three million live now in Jordan, 10 times the population of 45 
years ago. We are growing at probably the highest rate in tbe 
world, around 4 per cent per annum. To make things worse the 
Jordanian populatiorrlnereased by 10 per cent since the eruption 
of the Gulf crisis, owing to the return of around 250,000 Jordanian 
expatriates from Kuwait and other Gulf states together with their 
families. 

At the same time the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
decreased by at least 10 per cent. Thus the standard of living 
continued its decline, which started since 1982, and accelerated 
after the crisis of 1988. Per capita income is currently around half 
of what it used to be eight years ago in real terms. 

Under these difficult circumstances, we can identify other 


subordinated social and economic problems that stem from the 
imbalance between population and resources. Such problems 
include: high unemployment (around 24 per cent), the near 
absence of new investments, the failure after initial optimism to 
find oil on a commercial scale, or for that matter any mineral 
resources except for phosphate and potash, tbe insufficiency of 
cultivable land, the dangerous shortage of water for agricultural, 
industrial and civil purposes, the low industrial production 
capacity, tbe chronic financial deficit, the imbalance between 
imports and exports, the scarcity of foreign exchange, the 
mushrooming of foreign and domestic indebtedness, the heavy 
migration, the lack of family planning and tbe spread of poverty. 

As far as short term projections are concerned, we are on the 
optimistic side. There are solid indicators to confirm this 
optimism, such as: the sharp rise in share prices following tbe end 
of Gulf War II, the foreign aid flowing to Jordan from Japan and 
Europe, which covered the deficit in the regular budget and 
partially activated the extraordinary budget, the stability of the 
Jordanian dinar in the free market, where tbe exchange rate is 
almost the same as the official rate, and the increase of demand 
on land and houses which has spurred the real estate market. 


These indicators justify an optimistic view of the Jordanian 
economy in the short term. They show that the worst is over rad 
behind us. The expected removal of economic sanctions agamst 
Iraq will help the Jordanian economy to recover in a way. 

The dark side of things is of course the negative P 05 ? 0 " 
adopted by the Arab Gulf states towards Jordan. This attitude 
may not last long. Those states will realise, sooner or later, toat it 
is in their own best interest to keep Jordan healthy and sound, 
economically and politically, because Jordan serves as a buffer 
zone between the Israeli war machine and the Arab oil wells. 

When the dust settles and the emotions calm down, an 
concerned will hopefully come back to their senses, especially 
when they realise that Jordan had not committed any crane 
against Kuwait or any other Gulf state in order to deserve 
punishment and ostracisation. If history were to be rolled back 
Lain, the Jordanian official and popular stance towards the war 
would probably not change an iota. We had been against the war 
for the sake of both Iraq and Kuwait. A peaceful Arab solution, 
which was at hand, would have saved both Arab countries from 
the incredible devastation they have suffered needlessly, we 
think. 


Turkey’s Ozal is big on ideas... 


1 

% 


When the full story of the Gulf 
war and its- tragic Kurdish after- 
math is revealed, the extraordin- 
ary role of Turkey's President 
Turgut Ozal may give connois- 
seurs of diplomacy some interest- 
ing material to chew over. 

Back in August, within days of 
Saddam Hussein's invasion of 
Kuwait, Ozal was portraying the 
crisis to his compatriots as an 
"historic opportunity.” which 
they must not miss. Opportunity 
for what? To build a stable order 
in the Middle East — but more 
specifically, in OzaJ's mind, to 
establish for Turkey a predomi- 
nant role in the region. Turkey’s 
destiny, Ozal tells every visiting 
journalist, is to become tbe Japan 
of the Middle East. He is as big in 
ideas as he is diminutive in sta- 
ture. 

Delusions of grandeur, snort 
his critics — and they usually add 
that when Ozal talks about Tur- 
key he really means himself. But 
the man is determined to maxi- 
mise Turkey's role in the world 


and has skilfully succeeded in 
convincing right-wing Americans 
that he’s Uncle Sam’s anchor- 
man. Never coy about underesti- 
mating his own influence, Ozal 
was claiming (privately) a few 
weeks ago that President Bush’s 
fateful decision to liberate 
Kuwait was in response to “re- 
commendations” from Ankara. 
(To think we were all given to 
believe that the decisive influence 
last August was Mrs. Thatcher). 

There was nothing in OzaJ’s 
humble origins to suggest that he 
would rise to such dizzy heights. 
He was born 63 years ago in the 
eastern Anatolian city of 
Malatya; his father was a relative- 
ly lowly government official, his 
mother a primary school teacher; 
one of his grandparents, he let it 
be known, was of Kurdish extrac- 
tion — a piquant point in the 
context of tbe present tragedy. 
Malatya’s second most famous 
son is Mehmet Ali Agca, the 
young fanatic who tried to assas- 
sinate the Pope in 1981. 


The youthful Turgut took a 
degree in electrical engineering at 
Istanbul Technical University, 
and later studied in the United 
States, the start of his American 
connection. During this period he 
became fascinated by economics; 
today h is almost an obsession. 
He was once reported, rightly or 
wrongly, as saying that “the most 
important thing in politics is 
money.” Cynics suggest, perhaps 
unfairly, that this maxim en- 
capsulates all he possesses in the 
way of a political credo. 

After a succession of influential 
jobs in both the public and 
private sectors, Ozal entered 
politics in the 1970s in the oddest 
fashion. He became a candidate 
for the main Islamic fun- 
damentalist organisation, the 
National Salvation Party. 
Perhaps the luckiest break in bis 
life occurred when he failed to get 
elected to parliament. One of the 
first actions of the generals who 
seized power in 1980 was to pros- 
cribe the NSP and ban all its 
members from engaging in poli- 
tics. If Ozal had been elected, his 
political career would probably 
have been finished. Instead, to 
general astonishment, the gener- 
als made him deputy prime minis- 
ter, with responsibility for econo- 
mic affairs. % 

Though his personal relations' 
with the military chiefs were nev- 
er easy, he held this post until 
1982, when he quit the cabinet to 
start organising his own political 
organisation, tbe Motherland 
Party. He was given little chance, 
but in 1983 he pulled off a spec- 
tacular victory at the polls. The 
party has remained in power ever 1 
since; it is totally Ozal's creation. 

His record over the past eight 
years (first as prime minister and 
since 1989 as president) has been 
patchwork of contradictions, with 
failures in areas where he was 
expected to do well and vice 
versa. Things have gone badly for 
him on the domestic front, while 
in international affairs — about 
which he seemed almost clueless 
10 years ago — he has shown 
ingenuity, decisiveness and im- 
agination. In the process, there 
have been U-turas which have 
provoked charges of opportunism 
from his opponents. 


In 1987 it was Ozal — the 
one-time supporter of Islamic tra- 
ditionalism — who decided that 
Turkey should apply for mem- 
bership of the European Com- 
munity. In his conversion to 
Europe he disregarded the obsta- 
cles in Turkey’s past, not least the 
thorny question of its human 
rights record, and he foolishly 
encouraged his compatriots to 
equate the mere act of applica- 
tion with automatic full mem- 
bership. Nevertheless, Ozal’s de- 
cision marked a milestone in Tur- 
key’s history. 

A year later Ozal attempted to 
stage a reconciliation with the 
Greeks at a slightly theatrical 
summit meeting with his Greek 
opposite number Andreas Papan- 
dreou at Davos in Switzerland. 
Sadly, the Davos process petered 
out, largely because of domestic 
distractions in Greece, but Ozal 
won plaudits for trying to estab- 
lish friendly relations with 
Athens. Ozal has also shown 
greater interest in solving the 
Cyprus problem than any pre- 
vious Turkish leader has done; 
the stumbling block, on the Tur- 
kish side, is the hardline Turkish- 
Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash, 
who fears that one day Ozal will 
do a deal with the Greeks over his 
-head. 


inflation will ever be brought 
under control. 

More ominously, resentment is 
seething, especially among the 
intelligentsia, over Ozal’s auto- 
cratic style. All major decisions 
are made within the bosom of his 
famil y, often in the small hours of 
the morning. The popular jibe is 
that Ozal has revived the Otto- 
man sultanate, in modern dress; a 
more accurate description is that 
he views the republic of Turkey 
as a family business, with himself 
as chairman and his relatives as 
members of the board. The most 
controversial of the family is his 
wife Semra, an enterprising lady 
with a penchant for whisky and 
cigars. She now seems deter- 
mined to enter politics in her own 
right, after years of campaigning 
for women's interests, a delicate 
cause in a predominately Muslim 
country. Last month a furious 
row erupted over her bid to se- 
cure the leadership of the all- 
important Istanbul branch of the 
Motherland Party. For once she 
was thwarted, temporarily, but 
only after a free fight broke out in 
the conference hall. 

Ozal may attempt to change 
the constitution to give Turkey a 
presidential system roughly on 
the American model. Obviously 


He views the republic as a 
family business, with himself 
as chairman and his relatives 
as members of the board. ■ 


But for the ordinary Turk what 
matters is not Turkish posturing 
on tbe world stage but wbat’s 
happening in his own backyard. 
Ozal's much-vaunted economic 
programme has failed to turn the 
country into the El Dorado that 
he promised. True, there have 
been tremendous infrastructural 
achievements, but prices soar 
month after month and there is 
scepticism in business circles that 


be envisaged himself as the first 
elected president in the new reg- 
ime but if he opts for this course 
he will almost certainly provoke a 
head-on confrontation with the 
army chiefs, many of whom think 
he is far too powerful as he is. 

Many people believe that he 
made a basic error of judgment in 
October 1989 when he got him- 
self elected to the presidency 
from the premiership. Technical- 



Jordan’s role in Gulf crisis was ‘right’ 


To the editor: 


I write as a German who has lived for almost a decade, now in 
Jordan. Living in a Jordanian neighbourhood and sharing tbe 
daily life routine of the Jordanians I dare say that I have got some 
insight into the “problems, attitudes, cultures, and beliefs” of the 
Jordanian people. Maybe I do not understand it all, still I keep 
trying. And where understanding fails, res pea surely helps. 

Mr. Roy Coughlin (Letters, Ionian Times, March 29-30, 1991) 
admits frankly that Americans do not understand the problems of 
the Middle East. Yet it seems, as an American, he has to judge, 
disapprove of, and argue with things and facts he does not 
understand. 

And I wonder where he got his profound information from 
about what was happening in Jordan during the Gulf war. I was 
out' here in Jordan and I cannot say I know anybody who 
supported Saddam Hussein as a person (as he put it arid whatever 
that might mean or imply). 

There is an old Arab saying; “With my brother" against my 
cousin, with my cousin against my neighbour, and with my 
neighbour against the rest of the world.” 

And this was what one could clearly feel in the streets of Jordan 
at the time. Nobody here supported Saddam Hussein for invading 
Kuwait or what else he might have done. As a matter of fact 
public opinion seemed rather against that, for obvious reasons, i 
would say. But with the interference of foreign forces the matter 
changed and traditional loyalties became stronger. When Mr. 
Coughlin's “good” president fighting "evil” Saddam selected the 
people of Iraq for starvation although he had no quarrel with 
them, as he himself stated repeatedly, traditional Arab thinking 
took over. The people of Iraq are after all brothers and 
neighbours. They therefore deserved full support.- Right or wrong 
seemed of even less importance once the American undiluted 
good started to barbecue Iraqi civilians, women and children. I 
agree with Mr. Coughlin that all human beings know the 
difference between good and evil. But sometimes it seems 
somehow difficult to understand this difference. For example: if 
Iraqis kill Iraqis it is evil, on the other hand if Americans kill 
Iraqis it is good. And further more good can change into evil and 
vice-versa: Egyptians killing Egyptians was evil, the Camp 


David- Agreement seems to have changed that; so now it is good. 
And Syrians killing Syrians was evil, the Gulf war changed that 
too. 

So I think as long as the fact is not made dear that people 
killing people is evil, no matter who does the killing and for 
whatever reason, there will always be the possibility of confusion. 

Nevertheless it seems to me that the Jordanians do know the 
difference between good and evil. They understand quite well 
that there are good bombs and evO bombs, good missiles and evil 
missiles, good warheads and evil warheads... and they know for 
sure that peace is good — that is why they became a pain in the 
world’s neck by never stopping to call for peace — while the good 
U.S. pushed good soldiers and good destructive weapons to the 
Gulf to make just that impossible: Peace. And they know from 
experience that war is evil — that is why they did not want this 
.war to happen in the first place, but that did not do them much 
good. Did it? 

On the hero-issue I don’t quite agree with Mr. Coughlin. I do 
not believe that the Palestinians and the Arabs need a hero. I 
rather believe that the Palestinians need a homeland (a state I 
mean), and that the Arabs need justice and peace. Because that is 
what they themselves say they want and need, and they should 
know best, should not they? The hero you think they might need, 
well, I believe they have found him already, and they even know 
they have. And he is quite a guy, the greatest hero any people can 
possibly get even in better times than these. He “cares more for 
people than for power, more for the dignity of his followers thaw 
for self-aggrandisement, and more for toe well-being of all in toe 
Middle East than for that of his followers at the cost of all.” He 
has great experience, patience, and wisdom, and last but not 
least, he has excellent manners and language, which seems to be 
rare these days. 

(For those who can’t guess: I'm talking about His Majesty Kong 
Hussein). 

If Mr. Coughlin himself could find a hero with those qualities 
among his fellow-Americans and if he could succeed in 
making his feilow-Amencans accept this man as their hero instead 
of Rambo, his “new world order” could at last become more than 
a frightening word. 

But what really puzzles me is the last sentence m Mr. 
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ly the procedure was correct, for 
the head of state is elected by 
parliament not by toe nation. The 
national assembly, in which Oz- 
al's Motherland Party had a huge 
majority, rubber-stamped his 
candidacy. But all toe opinion 
polls, coupled with local election 
results, showed that toe party had 
lost the support of the nation. 
Ever since then the opposition 
parties have protested that Ozal’s 
elevation was a "travesty of true 
democracy.” As head of state, 
Ozal continues to run the country 
and the party in blithe disregard 
of constitutional restrictions on 
his powers. His successor as 
prime minister, Yildirim Akbu- 
hit, is widely regarded as a no- 
nentity. 

Almost from toe start of the 
Gulf crisis Ozal aligned Turkey 
unreservedly with Washington. 
Other leaders would 'probably 
have tried to sit on toe fence, the 
time-honoured Turkish posture 
in times of international conflict. 

This weekend, however, the 
Kurdish holocaust obliterates all 
the petty rivalry in Ankara over 
Ozal's constitutional powes. His 
grandoise scenario about Tur- 
keys “historic -opportunity" to 
play a major role in the Middle 
East now “looks “suspiciously 
threadbare. Yet,., to his credit, 
Ozal has shown himself more 
realistic than his political rivals 
about toe role of the Kurds and 
markedly more perceptive than 
President Bush. 

Initially, Ozal feared that toe 
U.S. might back the Kurds. 
American officials assured him 
toe U.S. would not even contact 
toe Kuridsh opposition within 
Iraq. That suggests that Turkey 
bears some responsibility for'Tbe 
mess that Bush has got himself jt 
into. But as the crisis evolved 
Ozal himself, in a typical U-turn, 
decided to contact the Kurdish 
leaders, who secretly visited Ank- 
ara a few weeks ago — something 
unimaginable at the start of the 
Gulf saga. For all his shortcom- 
ings, Ozal is at heart a human 
pragmatism. 

What happens next, God only 
knows. But the pundits say that 
the Almighty Himselfrcan never 
divine what Turgut Ozal will do 
next. — The Observer. 




Perhaps peace is 
here to stay 


By Peter Smerdon 
Reuter 

BEIRUT, — Lebanon's civil 
war is over. At least that is 
what government officials and 
diplomats increasingly believe 
following the years of slaughter 
and terror which began 16 
years ago on Saturday. 

"The language of the gun 
has been replaced by the lan- 
guage of dialogue and political 
and ideological argument," 
said Posts and Communica- 
tions Minister George Saade- 
h,a Marordte Christian. 

It is impossible to know ex- 
actly how many people were 
killed in the war before the 
guns fell silent last December. 
Official estimates range from 
70,000 to 150,000. 

Dreams of lasting peace 
have stirred before during lulls 
of six months or more only to 
be shattered by more fighting. 
But officials and diplomats see 
a major change in Lebanon's 
position from the days when 
power came from the barrel of 
a gtm. 

The Lebanese government 
has given the country’s heavily- 
armed militias until the end of 
April to disarm or face being 
forcibly neutralised by the 
army and its allies. 

None of the militias can 
match the Lebanese army 
backed by Syria's tanks and 
jets.. Diplomats and offi cials 
believe the private armies will 
cooperate with the government 
order without a shot being 
fired. 

"Lebanese are now con- 
vinced there should be no au- 
thority but the state, no gun 
bat that held by legitimacy and 
no conflict other than merely 
political and ideological con- 
flict," said Saadeh. 

Syria's air strike and tank- 
led assault on the presidential 
palace to onst rebel Christian 
General Michel Aoun on Oct. 
13 last year was the watershed 
in the civil war. 

For the first time since Sy- 
rian troops came to Lebanon in 
1976, airspace controlled by 
Israel was open to Damascus 


to tip the balance of power m 
favour of a Syrian-backed 
Lebanese government. 

This cleared the main block 
to gradual implementation of 
an Arab-sponsored peace plan 
known as the Taif Pact, which 
aims to tackle root causes of 
the war. 

I believe the war is over once 
and foT all," said a senior 
Western diplomat. He asked 
not to be named because he 
said he wanted to avoid ruining 
his excellent record if he was 
wrong. 

“The Lebanese have finally 
received what they let them- 
selves in for when they invited 
Syria to send its troops here in 
1976 — a pax Syrians. Now ft 
is here, it is probably here to 
stay." 

NEWS ANALYSIS 


The Syrian peace is repre- 
sented by Lhe 40,000 Syrian 
troops in Lebanon, strong 
baclting from Damascus for the 
Taif Pact and official emphasis 
of a "special relationship*’ with 
its eastern neighbour. 

The officials and diplomats 
said hurdles to total peace be- 
tween Lebanese factions re- 
mained and conflict between 
Israeli troops and guerrillas in 
South Lebanon would con- 
tinue. 

Two car bombs last month 
killed 12 people and wounded 
65 in the first such bombings 
since Lebanese troops took 
control of a militia-free Beirut 
and united the shattered city 
last December. 

But asked if they thought 
that large civil war battles and 
the division of Beirut into war- 
ring Muslim and Christian sec- 
tors were now past, several 
Western diplomats said they 
believed so. 

“Some politicians and mili- 
tiamen outside the government 
ask me to work against the 
enormous Syrian political and 
military influence." said a 
.Western envoy, who declined 
to be named. 


"It is embarrassing because I 
can't and won't,” he said. 'To 
put it bluntly, the West would 
rather deal through Syria with 
a Lebanon at peace than have 
Lebanon at war and no one to 
deal with." 

Government ministers from 
Lebanon's main Sunni Muslim 
and Maionite sects told Reu- 
ters that they were confident 
that tbe civil war was over for 
good. 

Diplomats said that the 
ministers were trying to foster 
an atmosphere of peace by 
declaring the war finished. But 
they said much of their optim- 
ism seemed justified despite 
problems ahead. 

“I think the Lebanese war 
was over the day parliamenta- 
rians approved the Taif Pact in 
1989 and ratified it into a 
national reconciliation pact 
with some of its articles 
brought into the constitution 
(last year),” said Prime Minis- 
ter Omar Karami. 

Taif gave the Muslim major- 
ity more say in the political 
system dominated by the 
Christians since independence 
in 1943. 

“We are working to remove 
the scars of this war, rebuild 
the state and revive its institu- 
tions," said Karami. a Sunni 
Muslim. 

Former Prime Minister 
Selim Hoss said he believed 
that the civil war was over for 
three reasons: 

— Public opinion had turned 
overwhelmingly against guns 
and violence and would block 
an j*> suggestion of a return to 
fighting. 

— For the first time in the 
history of Lebanon's crisis, 
people had agreed on a whole 
mechanism to resolve differ- 
ences. which had been used by 
external powers to fuel the 
fighting. 

— The United States and 
other major international pow- 
ers wanted peace in Lebanon 
following the victory of U.S.- 
led allies against Iraq. 
Washington was now preoccu- 
pied with frying to solve the 
Arab-Israeii . dispute. 


Masri ■£* 

(Continued from page 1) 

in the peace-making process and 
; determine their own future. Jor- 
dan would not serve as a substi- 
- rate for the Palestine liberation 
Organisation (PLO), the foreign 
minister stressed at the Geneva 
meeting. 

Mr. Masri said that Jordan 
would attach importance to a 
feasible formula, “but it must be 
dear to all that the objective of 
the peace-making process should 
be to reach a comprehensive and 
lasting solution to the Palestine 
problem and the Arab-Israeii 
conflict on the baas of the inter- 
national legitimacy.” 

Mr. Masri said in a statement 
following his meeting with Mr. 
Baker in Geneva Friday that he 
informed tbe U.S. Secretary that 
Jordan would attend a Middle 
East peace conference only if it is 
based on the principle that Israel- 
is turn occupied Arab territories 
in exchange for peace. 

Commenting on the outcome 
of the talks Mr. Masri said he was 
moderately optimistic about Mr. 
Baker’s drive to start the negotia- 
tions. 


order. One refugee was shot and 
wounded in the neck on Friday, 
said Mr. (Nottingham, who had 
returned from visiting the Turk- 
ah border c a m p at Isikveren. 

Distribution of food and drink- 
ing water taken in by road was 
orderly, but refugees had to trek 
down a valley on foot to queue 
for tbe supplies then struggle 
through thick mud to get back up 
the steep mountainside to their 
camps. 

“Turkish authorities are forc- 
ing the refugees to stay in difficult 
mountain terrain along the Tur- 
kish border, hampering relief 
efforts,” he said. 

“The Turkish authorities are 
afraid that if they let them further 
into Turkey they will face a long- 
term economic burden with token 
international support," he said. 

He added: "the international 
community must pledge aid to 
Turkey for as long as it takes to 
set up the proposed United 
Nations-protected zone within 
Iraq to encourage the Turks to let 
tbe refugees come down from the 
mountains." 

Many refugees desperately to 


cross mountains into Iran "and 
Turkey. Iran’s official Islamic Re- 
public New Agency said 900,000 
Iraqi Kurds and 150,000 Shiite 
Muslims had crossed into Iran. 

A jam of Kurdish refugees 60 
kilometres long was pressing for- 
ward Saturday in hopes of cros- 
sing into Iran. 

Undeterred by the savage 
storms that have lashed the snow- 
capped mountains all week, fami- 
lies have waited stoically for days 
for their turn to cross. 

Some refugees simply squat, 
wrapped in blankets, among 
boulders on the pass, despite the 
near constant downpour. Women 
sleep in shallow foxholes covered 
by blankets to try to escape rain 
and hail. Other people press 
against the rockface of the side of 
the road to keep at least part of 
their bodies dry. 

Hungry, wet and cold, many 
complained Saturday that none of 
the foreign relief aid has reached 
them. 

Hundreds of Kurds are be- 
lieved to have died of illness and 
starvation, although no figures 
are available. 
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Gulf Business Machines’ 
approach to boost 
local business success 
is totally backed by 
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Settlements 

(Continued from page 1) 
represented in a proposed region- 
al peace conference. 

During Mr. Baker's visit, tbe 
United States and Israel agreed 


on a regional conference 
attended by Israel, Arab states 
and Palestinians under U.S. and 
possibly Soviet auspices. The idea 
has won wary backing from Egypt 
and Saudi Arabia but left many 
unanswered questions. 

Both Mr. Arens and Mr. Sha- 


mir depicted the talks with Mr. 
Baker as focusing on a limited 
area of agreement and avoiding 
two of the main obstacles to an 
Arab-Israeii meeting — repre- 
sentation of Palestinians in the 
talks and Jewish settlement in the 
occupied territories. 


Israel has not moved from its 
deeply entrenched opposition to 
trading land for peace or stopping 
the settlements. 

"In the discussion I had with 
Secretary Baker, we did not talk 
about the (Palestinian) delega- 
tion at all. The composition of the 


delegation was not discussed so 
there is the impression that we 
have not yet gotten to this point." 
Mr. Arens said in an interview 
with Israel Radio. 

A year ago, a Baker proposal 
for Israeli talks with a Palestinian 
delegation in Cairo broke down. 


Bush 


(Continued from page 1) 
the Soviet Union, China and 
France heard British Ambassador 
David Hannay describe “ele- 
ments” of a resolution should 
Iraq fail to cooperate with U.N. 
humanitar ian missions or mount 
a frontal attack against tbe 
Kurds, diplomats said. 

Britain has been pushing the 
idea of safe havens or temporary 
refugee camps in northern Iraq 
where aid could be administered 
to the Kurds. 

After an initial cool reception, 
the United States supported the 
concept providing it stopped 
.& short of establishing an official 
' U.N. enclave that would appear 
to be carving up Iraq’s territory. 

Currently no one, including the 
British, is pushing for immediate 
action on a resolution and few 
U.S. officials believe there will be 
one. 

A British aid worker said 
Saturday that aid drops by air to 
Kurdish refugees caused chaos 
and that food brought in by road 
was distributed in a more orderly 
way. 

Christian Aid .information 
officer Martin Cottmgbam told 
^ reporters when aircraft made 
T drops the strongest refugees ran 
to grab supplies but others were 
left with nothing. 

Turkish soldiers fired over re- 
fogees’ heads to try to keep 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING. AIR FREiGHl 
FORWARDING. OOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR A SONS 

JEL. 604676 604696 
P.O .BOX 7806 

AMMAN 




4 Rent & Sale 

- Many villas and apartments! 
are available for rent andf 
sale - furnished or unfur-i 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are) 
available for sale. 

For further details, please! 

call 

lAbdson Real 
Estate 

|TeL 810605, 810609, - 
Fax: 810520. 



LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 

AT 


QQ 


A 00 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicfe 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and gei> 

• JUMBO photo 

30% targmr 


0 From largo- 
20 x 30 


Shine isani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefleh tel: 823891 


( 7^ca fdc 

Amman’s 
exclusive gift shop 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes, lighters 
watches,pens r 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
-crystalware etc. 

■■ -* 1 1 || 

Shmeisani - Grindlays Bank Bldg 

Tel. 669 457 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jaba! Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open duty 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6 : 30 -Midnight 

Tot. 33396$ 





f CHEN'S N 
CHINESE . 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbaquefor 
„ .Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

\ 6:30 - Midnight > 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

nfmuiimf 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3. 30 pm 
7. 30 -T1 .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Ibwards 3rd circle 


Tel:659519 659520 


Tin- Re&ncy Palace Hole 

PRESS 

CENTER 

Facilities 
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YOUR ONLY WAY 
For Your First Class Cargo 
Our Fast Class Service 

SsslanfiAfr Cargo Specialists 

Can Now: 819560 - 819690 
Fax : 9626*81 9883 
TTX : 22100 ZWA JO 
- OR 

v Write To: P.O.Box 12 . 

\ AMMAN - JORDAN / 

FOR RENT at 

JAMAL REAL ESTATE 

FURNISHED & UNFURNISHED 

Apartments, villas 
& semi villas 

You’D like our service 

Just call 835859 



The First Class Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 

KOIENA v 

3 

'The Rozefii Restaurant, 

Is open during Ramadan for the 
^ . . Ramadan Iftar • * r . 
& its normal dinner service 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P.O ’ Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatrlates and 
Businessmen 
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endick upsets Garrison 
Florida quarterfinals 



AMELIA ISLAND, Florida (R) 

— The $350,000 Bausch and 
Lomb championships is quickly 
turning into a discovery missing 
for unseeded Pally Fendick, who 
upset fourth-seeded Zina Garri- 
son 6-1 6-4 in the quarterfinals 
Friday. 

“This is probably the best re- 
sult in my life, said the 72nd- 
ranked Fendick, playing in her 
first clay court event since the 
U.S. day courts' in 1983'. “I have 
no clue (what. Fm doing to win), 
and don't teU me.” 

Top-seeded Steffi Graf ■ and 
second-seeded Gabriels Sabatini 
continue on-lhcir collision eoune 
toward SuiftfayS final. Graf 
dominated sixth-seeded Natalia 
Zvereva 6-0 64 and Sabatini .did 
die same, bearing fifth-seeded 
Helena Sukova 6-2 6-1. 

Fendick credits much of her 
success to a Ca n a d ia n tennis 
coach. Duby Petrovic, whom she 
referred to as “tny daycouit 
guru." He came to Amelia Island 
for vacation and ended up 
coaching Fendick cn gratis. 

The second-ranked Graf is sur- 
prised to find her semifinal oppo- 
nent is Fendick and not smother 
American by the name of Garri- 
son. 

“I never expected her to be a 
ciaycourt player and I don't think 
she did, either,** said Graf, the 
defending champion here. “I saw 
her play her second set today and 
technically, she*S playing web.” 
Sabatini. who was a light cold, 
meets third-seeded Arantxa. San- 
chez Vicario in the other semifin- 
al. The fifth-ranked Spaniard 
beat seventh-seeded Leila Mesh- 
id. a finalist at last week's Hilton 
Head tournament, 6-1 7-6 (7-1) in 
the other quarterfinal. 

Fendick played smart — she 
* .. pUv iptd BMHiantiy fed 

- -1 -J’.&i ur-fcat year’s Wimble- 
don finalist. Garrison had no 
arwerr for Fendlck’s tactics. 

l a bad day, it's a 
-•••: r cfeMfe- 

ranked G? Ytson, after the loss. 



Graf 

"This was one of the worst 
matches I've played in my 
career.' 

Fendick broke Garrison twice 
in the first set, but in the second 
set Garrison broke serve first in 
the second game. Fendick, who 
sprained her ankle in her first 
round match and wears a knee 
brace since having surgery last 
year, recouped the break in the 
next game. 

It was the ninth game that 
sealed Garrison's fate. At 30-15, 
she double fee I ted twice in a row 
to give Fendick the break point 
opportunity she needed. 

If the fourth-ranked Sabatini 
reaches Sunday's filial, she re- 
places Martina Navratilova the 
AM-iankeo player in tiic world. 

lire way Sabatini is playing. 


she looks like she’s number one. 

‘Tve been confident and play- 
ing well," admitted Sabatini, who 
is looking for her fourth tourna- 
ment title of 1991 here. "I'm 
trying to keep going to the net." 

The 13th-ranked Sukova posed 
a few problems for Sabatini — 
the games weren't all quick and 
easy — but the Argentine was 
always in command. She broke 
Sukova in the sixth and eighth 
games of the first set. 

In the second set, there were 
breaks in the second, third and 
fourth game with Sabatini taking 
2 3-1 lead. After blasting a fore- 
hand return past Sukova on her 
second break point in the sixth 
name, Sabatini needed only four 
points on her serve to finish the 
match. 


McNeil wins women’s title in Japan 


TOKYO (AP) — American Lori 
McNeil Saturday posted her 
second victory of the season, 
winning the women's singles title 
at the Japan Open Tennis Cham- 
pionships. . . 

Top seed Stefan Edberg of 
Sweden, meanwhile, won His 
semifinal match and will face 
second seed Ivan Lendl "of 
Czechoslovakia in the men’s sing- 
le.* finals Sunday. 

Seventh-seeded McNeil came 
from behind to beat second- 
seeded Sabine Appelmans of Bel- 
gium 2-6, 6-2, 6-1 on the hard 
eon it of the Ariake Colosseum. 

AppctmaiH jumped to a 3-0 
lead over an erratic McNeil in the 
first set. The two players kept the 
next four games, but Appelmans 
broke in the eighth. 

McNeil, who won the singles 
title in the Colorado Tennis Clas- 
sic in February, then began com- 
ing to the .set and playing a 
surve-and-vpBey game. After two 
deuces. McNeil broke in the first 
game. Appelmans broke in the 
fourth, but McNeil broke back in 


the fifth after five deuces. McNeil 
also broke in the seventh game. 

. McNeil broke in three games in 
the third set, but-blew two match 
points m the seventh game before 
finally winning. 

■The 27-year-old earned 
$27,000 U.S., while Appelmans, 
18, won $13,' 500. 

‘Top seed Stefan Edberg of 
Sweden, seeking his fourth Japan 
Open title, beat fifth-seeded 
American Michael Chang, the 
1989 French open champion , 7-5, 
6 - 2 . 

The match was suspended 
nearly 40 minutes as rainwater 
leaked from the ceiling of Japan's 
first retractable roofed Col- 
osseum. 

Edberg, trailing 1-4 in the first 
set, won six of the next seven 
games. 

In the second set, Edberg 
broke in the fifth game and kept 
the next game without losing a 
point. Edberg also broke in the 
seventh game after two deuces, as 
Chang double faulted and often 
hit into the net. 


Lendl of Chechoslovakia, play- 
ing his first match in five weeks, 
held off fourth-seeded American 
Jim Courier. 6-4, 6-1 to set up the 
all-European final with Edberg 
Sunday. 

"I was pleased with my play.” 
Lendl said. “I hit the ball well 
and I was moving well. It was 
getting to the ball well and that 
makes it easy to hit once you are 
there." 

The men’s singles winner gets 
$137,500. 

“He (Edberg) served really 
well,” Chang said. “I was never 
able to get as many returns as I 
normally would like to." 

Sunday's match will be a replay 
of the 1989 final in which Edberg 
beat Lendl 6-3 2-6 6-4. 

"Playing Ivan is always a chal- 
lenge. Tve bad to play great 
tennis to beat him," said Edberg 
who is seeking the Japan Open 
title for the third successive year. 


Chiappucci wins Basque cycling race 


ELGETA, Spain (AP) — 
Claudio Chiappucci of Italy 
finished ninth and sixth in the 
final two stages and won the 31st 
Tour of the Basque Country cycl- 
ing race by more than two mi- 
nutes. Chiappucci. who had a 
two-minute-and-14-second lead 
over the rest of the field after 
Thursday's stage, finsihed 2:17 
ahead of Johan Bruyneel, who 
won the second of the two stages 
Friday and moved from fifth to 


second while cutting 20 seconds 
into Chiappucd’s advantage over 
him. 

Bruyneel, of Belgium, won the 
7. 2-kilometre individual time trial 
uphill Elgeta Mountain Pass, in 
14 minutes and 17 seconds. Mari- 
no Lejaneta was second, eight 
seconds behind, and Ivan Ivanov 
of the Soviet Union was tbird, 13 
second behind Bruyneel. 

Chiappucci, who became the 
overall leader Wednesday after 


winning the third leg. finished 
sixth in 14:36 and completed the 
930-kilometre Basque race in 19 
hours. 56 minutes and 9 seconds. 

Earlier Friday, Chiappucci 
finished ninth in a pack of cyc- 
lists, eight seconds behind first 
sector winner Raul Alcala. The 
Mexican finished the 98- 
kilometre leg sector, including 
three mountain passes, between 
Ataun and Elonio in 2:21:07. 


Pessoa wins world show- jumping finals 

goint into Sunday's final round 
nftwT pinfing joint ninth Friday. 

Pessoa was lying second in the 
standings, two points behind. 

Briton John Whitaker, die tide 
bolder on Henderson Milton who 
was third overnight, was also 
among die 12 riders In joint ninth 
p fare with four faults in the first 
round. 

He was in joint third place 
overall, with European League 
winner Roger-Yves Bost of 
France on Norton de Rhoys. 


GOTHENBURG, Sweden (R) 
— Nelson Pessoa, the 55-year-old 
veteran from Brazil, sped 
through a first round event and 
two jump-offs on special envoy to 

win the second leg of the World 
Cup Show jumping finals. 

Clearing a total of 24 obstacles 
of 1.6 metres in three finddesi 
rides, Pessoa demonstr a ted the 
skOb which took hhn four times 
to the Olympics in three diflci c ut 
de cad e s and five times to World 
Cup finals m the 1980s. 


Thirty-five years after his 
Olympic debut, Pessoa com- 
pleted the last jump-off in 32.14 
seconds to feud off a cha ll e ng e 
fro m Canarian Ian Millar who 

finished as runner-up on Czar 

with 35.98. 

• The Brazilian, who lives in 
Belgium and co mp etes in the 
European League, was fast also 
in Thursday’s first event . 

Thursday's winner Otto Becker 
of Germany retained first place 
oven! on Optiebems Parana 


Women hope to give U.S. a soccer title 


NEW YORK (AP) — Even if its 
men cant, maybe the women can 
give the United States a soccer 
championship. 

WhOe the United States strag- 
gled to qualify for last year’s 
World Cup, its first appearance 
m the finals in 40 years, and 
then 23rd out of 24 

tMnw America’s women's 
is conadered one of the best in 
thewodd — now aO it has to do is 
prove it 

The team hopes to get its 
chance at the first women's 
World Cup in China this Novem- 
ber, when 12 teams will compete 
for a first-ever title in one of 
soccer's last rematnmg growth 


Fire teams from Europe and 
Scandinavia already have qual- 
ified: G er ma ny, Italy, Denmark, 
Norway and Sweden. 

The United States anil try to 
qualify next week, vying for the 
one berth ad of the North- 
Ce ntral American region. 

"Qualifying is what makes me 
nervous,” said U.S. coach Anson 
Darrance, who also coaches the 
University of North Carolina 
women’s team. "Only one team 
survives. It's a one-shot game 
with out biggest competition 
“That’s a major factor. Canada 


has excellent talent. Our chal- 
lenge is to go match fit.” 

Last summer, fire U.S. women 
were together far several months 
and completed their darning with 
a do mina ting performance in the 
North American Cop in Minneso- 
ta. 

By the end of August, Dorr- 
ance’s cha r ge s easily won the 
c ham pionship 3-0 over West Ger- 
m an y, then con si dere d the best 
team in the world. 

It was not the first time the 
U.S. women had enjoyed some 
international success. Three years 
ago in Chiw at the first interna- 
tional FIFA Women’s Tourna- 
ment, also a 12-team event, the 
United States advanced to the 
quarterfinals, where it lost 1-0 to 
eventual tournament winner Nor- 
way. 

Norway was the country that 
pushed for recognition of 
women's soccer, proposing at the 
19G6 World Cop in Mexico a 
tournament and eventual cham- 


Not coincidentally, Norway, 
along with Denmark, Swedes, 
Germany and Italy also are consi- 
dered favourites for November’s 
chaiup io TKhtp . 

“The world game for women is 
young," Darrance said. "Other 


twmw haven't had a chance to 
shoot ahead of us.” 

Most of the U.S. team is made 
up of college players or recent 
graduates, a traditional talent 
pool for many amatenr sports in 
file United States, wfade many 
European team* are modi older. 

“Our team is made of extraor- 
dinary individuals that can pre- 
pare without coaches,” said 
Michelle Akera-Stahi, a 25-year- 
old forward-midfielder who with 
27-year-old April Heinrich es 
up the heart of the U.S. 

ntt n rfr 

“It's a tag, big sacrifice to play 
on fins team,” Akers-Stahl said. 

In die United States, the U.S. 
Federation already was scheduled 

the women's team for a Germany 
tour in May and other countries 
m Europe throughout the sum- 
mer, hoping it wifi serve as prepa- 
ration fat the championship. 

If women's soccer is an emerg- 
ing sport, it also is rather obscure 
— especially in the United States. 
Darrance said he doesn't mind 
that part. 

“I like our roche," he said. 

And until the men get much 
better, he also gets to cany the 
banner of U.S. soccer pride with 
him. 


Agassi bundled out of Barcelona 


BARCELONA (R) — Argenti- 
na's Guillermo Perez- Roldan 
completed the rout of the top 
seeds in the Barcelona ATP Ten- 
nis Tournament Friday when he 
beat Andre Agassi 60 6-7 7-6 in 
the last eight. 

The defeat of the third-seeded 
American means all the top six 
seeds in the $650,000 tournament 
have been eliminated. 

Perez-Roldan, seeded 11, goes 
through to play Sergi Bruguera of 
Spain, seeded 15, in the semifin- 
als Saturday . 

The other semifinal will be 
between unseeded Martin Jaite of 
Argentina and Spain's Emilio 
Sanchez, the highest seed left in 


at number seven. 

Agassi did not have a chance 
throughout the first set against 
Perez-Roldan, .who completely 
outplayed him. 

In the second set, each player 
repeatedly broke the other's ser- 
vice. When the set went to a 
tiebreak. Agassi grabbed a quick 
advantage and won it 7-4. 

The American led 5-3 in the 
final set and looked bound for the 
semifinals. But Perez-Roldan 
broke him and then levelled at 
5-5. 

Agassi went to 6-5 and held 
two match points but again was 
pulled back by the determined 


Argentine who levelled at 6-6 and 
took the deciding tiebreak 7-3. 

Bruguera, who Thursday dis- 
posed of top seed Boris Becker of 
Germany, was always too good 
for Andrei Chesnokov of the 
Soviet Union Friday and ran out 
a 62 7-5 winner. 

The Spanish Davis Cup player 
has been in fine form and has not 
yet dropped a set in the tourna- 
ment. 

• 

Sanchez was given a real battle 
by Italy's Omar Camporese be- 
fore winning 7-6 4-6 7-5 and could 
face a tough test against Jaite, 
who beat Finland's Veli 
Palobeimo in three sets. 


Car 


wins IBC belt 


ALBANY, New Yetk (AP) — 
Santos Cardona teodred Kevin 
Porrtpey down a sal oat with a 
thundering ciwiftliJ tight fete hi 
the eighth roun d to capture the 
Intercontinental tolft Council 
(IBC) welterwdgM titie. 

When the ei ghth round began 
Thursday night il Wat stiU any- 
body’s fight. Both bracts feuded 
what appeared to he hard shots hi 


fire first few seconds of file round, 
but both shrugged them off as if 
they had no effect. 

But fire 25-ycar-old Cardona, a 
Venezuelan fighting out of San 
Juan, Puerto Rico, crushed Pom- 
pey with one devastating Now at 
2:16. Pompey got up for a stand- 
ing right count, but referee Joe 
Santarpia stopped the fight, giv- 
ing Cardona die tide. 
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FIND THE SAFE RUFF 
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The bidding: 

East South Wol North 

Pas< I ? 3 6* fan 

3 :• DU 4* 5 0 

Pass Pass DU’ Pass • 

Pass Pass 

"—Major two-suiter 
Opening lead: Two of C» 

Once in a while a hand turns up in 
a tournament which ts a perfect 
double-dummy problem. Thu deal 
is from (he recent World Olympiad 
in Geneva, Switzerland, The win- 
ning line was found by Jean-Claude 
Solan of France, Can you do as well' 
looking at all the cards? 

West’s jump to three dubs prom- 
ised a major -lwo-suiier and East's 
three diamonds showed ao prefer- 


ence between hearts and spades. The 
rest of the auction was natural; 
however, we doubt whether we 
Would have doubled a grand slam 
with the West hand) 

West's trump lead got the defense 
off to a good start. With a sure 
spade loser and probable dub loser, 
declarer's problem was to score two 
ruffs in dummy. Also, East had to 
be kept off lead to prevent the de- 
fenders from leading another 
trump. 

Declarer did well by winning the 
first trick in dummy and leading a 
spade. East flew in with the king, 
declarer took the ace and made the 
key return of the eight of spades. 
West, who had unblocked the rune, 
was forced to win with the ten. On 
the spade continuation, declarer 
could nor afford to ruff with the 
eight, since East would have been 
able to overruff. Declarer’s solution 
was most elegant— instead of raff- 
ing. South discarded a club from 
dummy. 

Now dedarer was in control. 
When West persevered with spades, 
dedarer ruffed high on the table, 
came to hand with the ace of clubs 
and raffed a dub with dummy's last 
trump. A heart ruff provided the 
entry to draw the last trump and 
claim the doubled contract. 



UNPREPARER UNORGANIZED 
UNSETTLED, UNCERTAIN. 
UNSURE. BUT AWAKE ! 
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FORECAST FOR SUNDAY APRIL 14, 1991 ' 

Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You want to have a good time but 
some duty requires that you fire* 
flifep sometime out to study the 
desires of those about you and help 
them get ahead. 

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) An 
aigmnent is brewing, if not already 
in motion, between a member of 
your own dan and an outsider that 
threatens to engulf you unless care- 
ful. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Forget those projects that are bug- 
ging you and go to the services, 
studies of your choice and get the 
answers that mean the most to you 
now. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You arc now able to find 
the answers to that pressing finan- 
cial problem if you do not worry 
about it so much and let it work 
itself out. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Your 
own household 'can give you some 
anxiety now if you look at what is 
being done in your bouse in too a 
personal a manner so get out and 
do what you like instead. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Let nothing deter you now 
from getting those intimate matters 
attended to early so you can later 
get out in the world of activity and 
make headway. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Yonr need for more friendship 
may make you do something now 
that is Very unwise from a financial 
point of view so take time out to 
please a chum. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 


ber 21) Think over what those ia a 
powerful position expect of you 
but do nothing that can makc otcta 
feel you do not respect or wbh to 
foQow their directions. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) There arc a nmfafaer 
of conditions demanding your 
attention that you need to metftute 
and to concentrate upon before 
going ahead. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Get together with 
good friends and forget that sug- 
gestion made by an impersonal 
advisor who feels yo u shou ld lou 
away many of your present cow- 
tacts. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Whatever moms the most 
to you with an associate needs to 
be looked at from a worldly view- 
point instead of from a purely 
personal standpoint 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You have many new ideas you 
want to pot in motion but you tin 
have lots of work to do that should 
not be shirked at any cost so cany 
through. 

Today's child: If your child were 
born today she or be will be con- 
stantly tested early in life as to 
whether be or she has self control 
to handle conditions that spring up 
in their pioneering vocation. Cm- 
t rail ng one’s self and patience are 
two very special lessons that wilt' 
need to be learned. 

The stars impel, they do not 
compel, trim you make ofyoutUfe 
is largely up to you. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 





“Stanley cheated on me once. He was 
indifferent with another woman.” 




Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 

CADEY 


□nr 

□ 



E HSEa 


UT 




NALIFE 


UXH 

JJ 


WORD GAME 
d and Bob Lm 



E 

COLLA 


□ 


_c 



HE PIFNJ'T PLAN 
TO FAIL, BUT HE 
CERTAINLY 
C?IC? TH/S. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


*^ixxxxxx°cm3 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: BROOD 
Answer What the 


POUND 


(Answers tom orrow) 
METRIC SCENIC 


said when the culprit was 
NOOSE" TO ME 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Bernice Gordon 


ACROSS 
l Nourishment 
5 Muscle spasm 
i0 Slightly open 

14 Field: pref. 

15 Hair dye 

16 Indonesian 
isle 

17 Hitchcock film 

19 TV’s Sam ms 

20 Lets out 

21 A 
Stranger 1 ’ 

23 — Van Der 
Rohe 

24 seven; pref. 

25 As one wishes 
28 Porches: var. 

31 Part of a 
name in 
opera 

32 Coupe's 
cousin 

34 Net 

35 Book 
37 Eatery 

39 Scoff at 

40 Customary 
practice 

42 Scratches out 

44 Small drink 

45 Study of 
prison 

management 
47 Sings 

49 Organic 
compound 

50 Poet Sandburg 

51 Worldly wise 

52 "The Gem o I 
the Ocean" 

56 EMs - 
Presley 

57 Hitchcock film 

59 “The — Leva" 

60 Ms Thompson 

61 Mrs. Helmer 

62 Draft class 

63 Put right 

64 Beautician at 
times 

DOWN 

1 Jamie of TV 

2 Double curve 

3 Spoken 

4 Money 






il 


■ 

■ 

a 

m 

■ 

■i 

m 

■ 

■ 

■i 





5 Swindled 

6 Loltque and 
Coty 

7 No Ifs, — or 
huts 

8 Alphabet run 

9 One who 
hocks 

10 Giving a hand 

11 Hitchcock film 

12 Charity 

13 Narrow inlet 
18 Keens 

22 Chooses 

24 Strops 

25 Misbehave 
28 were the 

days__” 

27 Hitchcock 
film (aka 

"Sabotage") 

28 Philippine 

island 

29 Certain 
path 

30 Oozes 
33 Threnody 


. Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


tjuaa tiauu 
□□□□□ mjuu 
RraSHH aQQQa taoifu 

Sfia QQQaa anoou 

nnnn«S aBU □□CUD 

nnnB^r,. UUUiaUlJ 

fSHRHEl 0il an bejub 

aBa EIH aaaaa huh 

ranr-RSpanHHao 

QHHUU 

guaaaaauLiU 

nJKrJn tiuuu 

Bang nunn □□□□ 


36 Obsessive 
self-esteem 
38 Remembered 

IJ stu <font8 
43 Hedge item 
46 Black Sea 
Port 
48 Nut 


50 Bobwhlte 

51 Cereal 

52 Turn over 

53 Harbor mi 

54 Regarding 

55 Heb. mori 

56 I love: Lai 
SB — Dawbe 













r 



U.S. retail inflation 


x 




time in five years 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S- coo- 
Sumer paces fell 0.1 per cent in 
March, the first retreat in almost 


&ce yedrs, in a sign tiiat economic 
weakness is slowing down infla- 
tion. 

The Labour Department re- 
port on Friday removes a key 
obstacle in the path towards low- 
er Interest rates, financial 
.analysts sakL But TarirTng dear 
signals firms the Federal Reserve 
(Fed) they re mai ned perplexed 
.over its next move on monetary 
ppEcy. 

The central bank may pre fer to 
wait far irrefutable signs the U.S. 
economy stQZ is mired in reces- 
sion before loosening credit 
again, analysts said. This would 
skirt the danger that lower rates 
would reignite a fresh round of 
price gains. 

It gn some evidence of pems- 
tent economic weakness in a 
separate report on business in- 
ventories on Friday. 

.. .The Commerce Department 
said stocks of unsold goods 
shrank by 0.2 per cent in Febru- 
are even though sales rose by 
0.5 - per cent — a sign that 
businesses are keeping inventor- 
ies lean in expectation demand 
will remain weak in months 
ahead. 

The monthly business sales rate 
of $529.6 billion, afthongb above 
the January level , was still 13 per 
cent lower than a year earlier, 
when they were $537.6 billion. 

And consumer confidence. 


hailed as the key to economic 
resurgence, also may be ebbing. 

After bounding forward as the 
Golf war ended, a Washington 
Post survey found dux 51 per cent 
of people questioned nationwide 
between April 5 and 9 beEcve the 

nation k .eerinwriy heading ft p ffw 
wrong track. 

That's up from 39 per cent at 
the end of February. Other re- 
cent consumer surveys had shown 
op timi sti c outlooks. 

Despite this set of gloomy 
news, Martin Regalia, iWrf eco- 
nomist for fee National Go™ 1 ™* 
of Savings Institutions, said be 
expects fee Fed to wait for yet 
more signs feat eco n omic con- 
traction is conti nuin g before cut- 
ting rates. 

‘They don’t yet have eoougb 
data showing weakness out there 
to suggest fee return to growth 
forecast for tins summer is in 
jeopardy,*’ Regalia said. 

There are hints of recovery . — 
home construction picked up tn 
February, purchase orders im- 
proved and the government’s 
main forecasting tool pointed to 
an upswing. 

And fee spending power of 
American workers grew 0.2 per 
cent in March and 0.6 per cent in 
February. Labour said. 

However, fee latest retail sales 
figures sent conflicting signals. 
March sales fell 0.8 per cent but 
that was offset by a steep upward 
revision in February sales to 2,0 
per cent gain. 


Haiti asks wealthy 
businessmen for loans 
to combat poverty 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (R) 
— <The new Haitian government 
Friday called on wealthy citizens 
to' lend it money by Monday to 
help begin pulling the country out 
of its deep poverty. 

“We call on all Haitians who 
are able to lend thousands or 
millions of dollass to fight against ■ 
the high cost of living and create 
! jobs,” said a communique cgn-- 
I taimrjg fee imjiraai request. 

| ffj^dent- JeafeBeitrand A ns-' • 
. tidpjja radical Roman Catholi c 
j prg$ifc, took office in Feb riggg ffin 
a promise to bring economic jus- 
tice' to Haiti’s poor. But he inher- 
ited an economic morass and 
public coffers, 
loans would be repaid af- 
tegfour years wife five per cent 
interest, officials said. 

The fond would be used to 
clekm up cities and repair badly 
rutted roads while creating jobs 
• in an impoverished country 
• • where most people live on a few 
Y dollars a week and unemploy- 


ment runs as high as 60 per cent. 

“It’s very urgent," Commerce 
Secretary' Smark Michel said. He 
urged businessmen to take part in 
the loan programme “to show 
solidarity with the government. ” 

Some businessmen said they 
were startled by the strange and 
sudden request. 

One businessman, who is basi- 
cally sympathetic to the govern- 
ment but who did nor want to be 
identified, said: “People want to' 
help bur they were taken aback 
by the request and by the lack of 
precision on exactly what the 
funds are for and how they would 
be reimbursed.” 

The Monday deadline, he 
added, “makes people feel a de- 
gree of pressure. ” 

Haiti, whicb shares the Carib- 
bean island of Hispaniola wife 
fee Dominican Republic, is fee 
poorest country m fee western 
hemisphere. Per capita income is 
about $350. 



AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Saturday, April 13, 1991 
Central Bank official rales 


U-S. dollar 

Boj 

676.0 

SeH 

680.0 

Japanese yen (for IGOj 

495.9 

498.9 

Pound Sterling 

1202.2 

1209.4 

Dutch guilder 

356.6 

358.7 


401.7 

404.1 

Swedish crown 

111.9 

1 12.6 


474.2 

477 0 

Italian lira (feu 100) 

54 J 

54.5 

French franc 

1 19.0 

119.7 

Belgian franc (Tor 10) 

195.6 

196.8 


V 


m 


r 

\ 



0 

* 






<v *. 


'Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420' 


☆PRETTY 
WOMAN 

Show; 3-J0, 6:1 5, 8J0, 1030 

☆KAFROON 


h^- \ Show: 1130, l:30pjo, 





Cinema 




Tel: 67557T 




■ Adel Imam^in 

Dangerous recorder 


£ i/f 


,iV 



(Arabic) 

Show: 1230, 3:30. 8:30. 10:30 p.m. 







Cut in Soviet exchange rate 
not seen as spur to investment 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
Union’s detison to dash fee 
tourist exchange rate for con- 
vertible currencies win do Hole to 
stimulate foreign investment, 
Western businessmen have said. 

“The decision was not intended 
to improve foreign business activ- 
ity but to eliminate fee black 
market without eliminatin g the 
right of Soviet businesses to work 
with hard currency,'’ said an 
American attorney based in Mos- 
cow. 

It became effective last week 
when ihe Soviet foreign trade 
bank began offering foreign visi- 
tors 27.6 roubles for a dollar 
compared with the previous tour- 
ist rale of 5.74. 

At 27.6 roubles to fee dollar, 
the rale is near what Soviet busi- 
ness publications say black- 
market traders offer. 

Earlier, the state central bank 
Gosbank ann o un ced that Soviet 
citizens travelling abroad would 
have to pay the rate to p ur c has e a 
maximum of $200 a year for 
expenses outside fee country. 

Foreign organisations based in 
Moscow and their employees 
have litrie use for roubles because 
they most pay for almost all 
goods and services in hard cur- 
rency by cash, credit card or bank 
transfer. 

“We use roubles only for petty 
cash,” Stephen Prior of office 


equipment maker Rank Xerox 
Ltd. said. 

Wife Soviet shops almost emp- 
ty of goods, foreigners in Moscow 
obtain their own supplies from 
special Soviet-nm hard currency 
stores and foreign joint venture 
shops or import than from fee 
West. 

“Eves tourists will not be 
affected much by the rate cut 
except when they buy postage 
stamps or find fee rare taxi that 
accepts roubles,’’ James Kober. 
vice president of American Ex- 
press Co/s Moscow office said. 

Many business transactions will 
sdD be carried out at the commer- 
cial rate of 1.75 roubles to the 
dollar. 

The commercial rate will be 
applied when foreign firms with- 
draw cash or make payments 
from their bard currency 
accounts, a senior Gosbank offi- 
cial said. 

Foreign residents with Moscow 
bank accounts m hard currency 
will also be debited at the com- 
mercial rate if they withdraw 
roubles or use their funds to pay 
rouble bills. 

“The change in the tourist rate 
does not affect Western 
businesses at all,” Grant Suther- 
land, Rank Xerox's chief repre- 
sentative in Moscow said. 

The tourist rate will fluctuate 
wife the market rate set at bi- 


weekly sessions of fee new cur- 
rency e x c ha nge. The currency ex- 
change replaces periodic auctions 
held over the post year. 

The auctions were limited to 
official Soviet organisations and 
enterprises but foreign-backed 
joint ventures will be allowed to 
utilise fee new currency ex- 
change. 

Actual trading will be con- 
ducted by banks that qualify for 
licenses from Gosbank. Eleven 
banks are eligible to participate in 
Tuesday's session. Businesses can 
buy and sell currency by sending 
orders to one of the banks and 

paying a commission. 

The new currency exchange, 
rather than the cut in the tourist 
exchange raze, is seen by some 
Westerners as a boost to foreign 
investment. 

“Theoretically the new regime 
gives joint ventures a chance to 
sell roubles for hard currency and 
transfer rouble profits to their 
home country,” Hubert Pandza 
of Deutsche Bank said. 

Officially registered foreign 
businesses and joint ventures also 
will be able to use the exchange 
to buy cheaper roubles to fund 
operating expenses and supplies 
that can be purchased for the 
Soviet currency, be said. 

“The commercial rate will de- 
crease in importance over time,” 
Pandza said. 


Iraq starts 
campaign 
to increase 
agricultural 
production 

NICOSIA (R) — Iraq is offering 
farmers higher prices for crops as 
pan of a nation-wide campaign 
announced Friday to improve this 
year’s harvest and beat a United 
Nations trade embargo. 

Agriculture and Irrigation 
Minister Abdul Wahab 
Mahmoud Abdullah A) Sabbagh 
said the campaign was launched 
under the slogan: ‘'Agriculture ... 
a weapon in the hands of the 
leader for thwarting the economic 
embargo.” 

The Iraqi News Agency 'IN A) 
quoted him as saying President 
Saddam Hussein was personally 
involved in supporting the 
scheme. 

A global trade ban was im- 
posed on Iraq four days after its 
invasion of Kuwait. After its 
troops left the emirate. Baghdad 
was allowed to import food and 
some other essential items but its 
trade is still disrupted by U.N. 
restrictions and the effects of the 
war. 

IMF talks 
with Sudan 
to resume 


ICAO estimates world’s 
airlines lost $2.6 b in ’90 


MONTREAL (R) — Commer- 
cial airlines around the world 
suffered total operating losses of 
S2.6 billion last year, the indus- 
try’s first loss since 19S2. the 
International Civil Aviation 
Organisation (ICAO) said Fri- 
day. 

Last year’s bleak performance 
compared with a profit of S7.9 


billion in 1989. the U.N. agency 
said. 

ICAO blamed a weak econo- 
mic climate, exacerbated in the 
second part of the year by soaring 
fuel and insurance costs, reflect- 
ing the crisis in the Gulf. 

The agency said its preliminary 
estimates showed airlines belong- 
ing to ICAO member states suf- 


India lifts ban on 
Sumitomo-led 
Japanese consortium 


NEW, DELHI (R) _ New Delhi 
" has lifted a 16-monih ban on a 
consortium led by the Sumitomo 
Corp. that has prevented it from 
receiving contracts in the Indian 
petroleum industry. Commerce 
Minister Subramaniam Swamy 
said Friday. 

“Sumitomo had made a repre- 
sentation for fee ban to be lifted 
and they have agreed to abide by- 
conditions laid down,” Swamy 
told Reuters. 

Swamy. who is also law and 
justice minister, declined to spe- 
cify the Indian government’s con- 
ditions. 

India imposed fee ban on Sumi- 
tomo and the other members of 
fee Japanese consortium in De- 
cember 1989. charging it with 
paying illegal commissions to an 
Indian company to win two pipe- 
line contracts. 

The government said that 
Sumitomo violated the terms of 
the contract it won in 1984 when 
it paid 65 million rupees (then 


about S4 million) to Delhi-based 
Jyotsna Holdings. 

The other members of the con- 
sortium included Mirsui, 
Marubeni Coip. C. Itoh and Co. 
Ltd. Mitsubishi. Kawasaki, NKK 
Corp. and Sumitomo Heavy In- 
dustries, government officials 
said. 

“In my mind the people who 
should be prosecuted are Jyotsna. 
There was no real violation on 
the consortium's part and the 
cabinet felt that a blanket ban 
was not in keeping with fair busi- 
ness practice," Swamy said in a 
telephone interview. 

Reports that the ban had been 
lifted surfaced soon after Finance 
Minister Yashwant Sinha left for 
Tokyo Tuesday to secure finan- 
cial aid to ease India's economic 
problems. 

Diplomats said the move to 
withdraw the ban was aimed at 
strengthening India's requests to 
Tokyo, which Swamy denied. 
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fered a loss of 1.3 per cent of 
operating revenues, estimated at 
$198 billion in 1990. 

It said airlines recorded a profit 
of 4.4 per cent of operating re- 
venues of S179 billion in the 
previous year, and estimated that 
the airlines’ expenses over the 
same period surged 17 per cent to 
S200.5 billion in 1990. 

Japanese 

accelerate 

industrial 

production 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Japan’s 
industry, though much smaller 
than this country’s has been in- 
creasing its production a lot fos- 
ter, according to new figures from 
the International Monetary 
Fond. 

Since 1985, Japan’s increase 
has been 26 per cent — six per 
cent of it last year. The U.S. 
increase has been 11 per cent, but 
for 1990 the increase accounted 
for only one per cent. Total U.S. 
production is about three times 
Japan’s. 

The U.S. Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) reported that in 
January, production in Japan was 
rising by 10.8 per cent a year. 
U.S. industry, still in a slump, 
was deefining at a rate of 5.5 per 
cent. 

Statisticians say a month is too 
short a period to make judge- 
ments on, but fee CIA’s figures 
show Japan’s production taking 
off in 1987, growing much more 
rapidly than production in this 
coon tty. 

The CIA takes the year 1980 as 
a base. In 1987 the two countries 
had reached about fee same 
level, close to an 18 per cent 
increase. Since then, Japan’s 
carve has moved op steeply. By 
last November the increase in 
Japan over 1980 was about 55 per 
cent, while the American rise was 
not much over 25 per cent. 

Hie fond said production con- 
tinued to rise in the major indust- 
rial countries as a group, though 
.the pace slowed last year. It was 
fee eighth annua] rise in a row 
though it amounted only to 1.8 
per cent, just half the rise in 1989. 

Since fee recession year 1982 
the increase has been almost a 
third: 31.8 per cent. 

Looking at five leading coun- 
tries, the fond found industrial 
production increases last year in 
West Germany as well as Japan 
and the United States, but no 
increase in Italy and a slight drop 
in Britain. 

West Germany’s performance 
in 1990 was as good as Japan’s, a 
rise of six percentage points over 
the 1989 levcL But its total in- 
crease since 1985 was less than 
Japan's — 17 per cent compared 
unfe 26 per cent. 


in May 

CAIRO lR) — Talks between 
Sudan and the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) will begin 
in May. the Egyptian national 
Middle East News Agency has 
said. The agency quoted the 
Sudanese Finance and Planning 
Minister as saving the talks would 
start in the first week of May. 
Last September, the IMF de- 
clared Sudan a non-cooperative 
country for refusing to devalue its 
pound, increase interest rates and 
for its arrears in repayments to 
fee fond since 1984. Sudan, with 
a $12 billion foreign debt, said 
such harsh steps would raise the 
price of basic goods sharply. 

Gencor 
to close 
gold mine 
this year 

JOHANNESBURG, South Afri- 
ca (AP) — Gencor Ltd., the 
world's second-largest mining 
house, has announced it would 
cease underground operations at 
one of its 11 gold mines by fee 
end of fee year. 

A company official said lower 
gold prices and higb inflation, 
along with rising wage demands, 
forced the virtual shutdown of its 
Stiff ontein mine, which employs 
2,950 people. 

The mine, which began pro- 
ducing gold in 1952, is the first 
gold mine in South Africa to 
cease all underground operations 
in recent history. South Africa ts 
fee world’s largest gold producer. 

Gary Maude, general manager 
of Gencor’s gold division, said 
Stiltfoutein accounted for less 
than one per cent of the 600 tons 
of gold South Africa produced 
annually. 

But he said the shutdown rep- 
resented a “serious industry 
trend.” 

“This is the first gold mine to 
throw in the towel and say we just 
can’t go on," Maude said. 

Chamber of Mines President 
Clive Knobbs said last week more 
than 190,000 miners — 15 per 
cent of the workforce — worked 
in mines that were unprofitable at 
current gold prices. 

Recent studies have shown that 
20 to 10 per cent of gold in Sooth 
Africa is being produced at a loss. 

Maude said 2,300 StflfoxKein 
employees would be dismissed by 
fee end of the year. More than 
2,500 of the 2,950 employees are 
black. 

A Gencor statement said fee 
mine last year paid 71 million 
rand (about $28 million) in wages 
and salaries, most of which was 
spent in the Stiffontein area, ab- 
out 160 kilometres southwest of 
Johannesburg. 

“We realise that this will have a 
serious effect on the community, 
but there was no other viable 
option,” Maude said. 


WANTED 

Female helper, live-in, preferably Filipino, good salary. 

Contact telephone 667694 


.*% • 

Algeria launches 
programme to ease 

economic hardships 


ALGIERS (R) — The Algerian 
government has launched a multi- 
billion-dollar programme to 
streamline the economy and satis- 
fy fee demands of trade unions 
which staged a two-day general 
strike last month. 

In the run-up to the country's 
first multi-party elections due on 
June 27, opposition parties and 
trade unions have voiced wide- 
spread discontent over economic 
hardships caused by a shift from a 
socialist system to a market eco- 
nomy. 

Ttie latest measures by the 
government of the ruling Nation- 
al Liberation Front (FLN) are 
expected to increase its chances 
wife the electorate. 

Social Affairs Minister 
Mohammad Ghrib told a local 
radio fee government decided 
Thursday to increase child allo- 
wances by more than 300 per cent 
to 140 dinars (58). The monthly 
allowance had been frozen for 29 
years. 

To stabilise consumer pnccs. 


fee government will spend 2? 
billion dinars ($1.5 billion \ this 
year on subsidies for basic com- 
modities. representing 14.5 per 
cent of fee state budget. 

The government will also de- 
vote 130 billion dinars »S7.4 bil- 
lion) to a programme to stream- 
line state enterprises. No details 
were given. 

The decisions answer the main 
grievances ‘of the General Union 
of Algerian Workers |UGTA) 
which staged a general strike m 
March in protest against the surge 
in fee cost of living. 

The stoppage paralysed major 
economic sectors, including the 
petroleum industry. 

Lost October the gosernmen: 
more than doubled the guaran- 
teed minimum wage and then 
raised it again in January to 2,000 
dinars ($114) a month. 

In a joint statement, the gov- 
ernment and the UGTA said thev 
would hold further talks next 
month to discuss productivity, 
wages and prices 


U.S. firms in Gulf 
seek tax breaks 
for workers 


ATLANTA ( R ) — American 
businesses in the Gull are urging 
Washington to give breaks tn 
U.S. workers in the region to 
avoid being priced out of the 
lucrative market, executives have 
said 

Without income tax relief for 
employees. American firms arc 
finding it cheaper to hire proles- 


on the basis of residence rathe: 
than citizenship, said Bevee. a 
Saudi -based executive tor the 
California industrial equipment 
supplier A me ron Inc. 

The 30- member American 
business group has asked Con- 
gress to consider a tvvo-vear 
"emergency tax" moratorium 
aimed at stimulating employment 


sionals from Europe or Japan. 0 f Americans in the Gulf Bevee 

said in a telephone interview. 

As an alternative, the group 
has also .proposed boosting the 
tax-free income threshold to ab- 
out 5 1 00 .000 a year. 

Members said the changes in 
tax policy were needed for Amer- 
ican firms to capitalise on post- 
war goodwill towards the United 
Slates and help reverse a long 


said member of a Gulf- American 
business delegation. 

Under current law. fee first 
$70,000 of income earned over- 
seas by an American worker is 
not taxed. 

But the executives said salaries 
paid to Americans must be higher 
to cover such items as private 
schools and travel leave =tb (make 


living standards comparable to" decline in America's share of the 
the United States. ’’"bultV S50 titlidn' annual import 

"We have a once-in-100-vears 


U.S. companies arc^ypecied, 
to land 70 per cent of the con- 
tracts to rebuild Kuwait, but “be- 
cause of America’s discrimina- 
tory lax laws, these contracts will 
not necessarily translate into em- 
ployment opportunities overseas 
for Americans," said Theodore 
Bevee, chairman of the American 
Business Council o( the Gulf 
countries. 

"They're being replaced by 
nationals from our major com- 
petitor nations." he said. 

Most nations tax their citizens 


opportunity to penetrate a mar- 
ket. and if we throw it away we 
have only ourselves to blame." 
said David Stockwcll. a lawyer 
based in Dubai who represent-* 
several firms, including General 
Motors Corp. 

Some TOO U.S. -affiliated com- 
panies now operate in the Gulf, 
with an estimated 2i),ti0ii Amer- 
icans holding civilian jobs in the 
region, the group said 


CAR FOR SALE 


NISSAN PATROL SAFFARl. 1986 model, 4X4. duty un- 
paid, while colour, air conditioned. 

Please contact tel. No.: 665527 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 


o^iqaba Srivw. 

Apartote! 

Two bedrooms, lounge, living room, kitchen. Idyllic sea views. 

Call Aqaba tel.: 03/313512, Fax: 03/314339. 


Job opportunity 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

To work full time for a leading Industrial Company 

Qualifications: 

1- Jordanian national with a university degree. 

2- Vast experience in similar executive secretarial position 
and office management. 

3- Ruent in Arabic and English languages. 

4- Knowledge of word processor operating will be 
considered as an advantage. 

Curriculum vitae with photo to be sent by mail lo the following address 

Personnel Manager 
P.Q.B0X 154 
Amman — Jordan 


HUSTORANTEC 


'ZOMEZOc 


cum mmm 

A RESTAURANT FOR THE 
DISCERNING & THE GASTRONOME 


Back with his clients 
on the first day of.. 

“EID* 1 


Jaba! Amman - Opp.jcxdan intercontinental 
Reservations :tel:644227 
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Soviet leader orders republics 
to resume production, delivery 


MOSCOW (AP) — President 
Mikhail Gorbachev has ordered 
the country's republics to resume 
production and delivery of raw 
male rials within a week, as 
spreading strikes threaten the 
national economy. 

Bui there appeared no way 
Gorbachev could enforce the Fri- 
day night decree short of force, 
which damaged his authority 
when Soviet troops attacked Bal- 
tic secessionists in January. 

The Communist Pam' Pravda 
said Saturday that Gorbachev's 
“anti-crisis ' programme to end 
the labour crisis would be discus- 
sed by Supreme Soviet deputies 
in committee next week and be 
debated by the full legislature on 
April 22. The programme calls 
for market-oriented reform cou- 
pled with a moratorium on strikes 
and protests. 

The newspaper Izveslia Satur- 
day published statistics that 
showed an 32 per cent drop in 
overall coal production since the 
miners strike began on March 1. 
Coal-reliant industries reported 
sharp drops in production, in- 
cluding a 9 per cent drop in 
non-ferrous metaJ production, a 
14 per cent cm in truck manufac- 
turing and 9 per cent in tractor 
output. 

Workers across the Soviet Un- 
ion are increasingly angry with 


Kremlin attempts to reform the 
economy while denying inde- 
pendence to any of the 15 Soviet 
republics. 

Gorbachev's resignation is con- 
sidered the main demand of many 
strikers. 

A strike committee in the 
Ukrainian capital of Kiev called 
for a one-day warning strike and 
mass rally in support of coal 
miners next Tuesday, the news- 
paper Nezavisimaya Gazeta said 

Saturday. 

The newspaper quoted com- 
mittee member Leonid Koval- 
chuk as saying the onc-day strike 
“could become some sort of pre- 
paration to a general political 
strike in the Ukraine." 

On Friday, steel workers 
threatened to join striking coal 
miners, and secessionist rail 
workers in Georgia tightened 
iheir stranglehold on cargo traf- 
fic. increasing pressure on Gor- 
bachev. 

Leaders of a Ite-day strike in 
Minsk, the capital of Byelorussia, 
met for the second day Saturday 
with republic officials to set a 
schedule for talks on their de- 
mands. which include the resigna- 
tion of the republic's leaders. 

Minsk strike committee leader 
Grigory Gvozdik said he hoped 
to bring up political issues in 
Saturday's talks, while Moscow 


Radio reported the Belaz truck 
factory had agreed to provide 
double wages by the end of the 
year. 

An estimated 200.000 workers 
in the Minsk area walked off the 
job Wednesday, idling at least 64 
factories until they agreed to sus- 
pend the strike during negotia- 
tions. They vowed to resume the 
walkout and organise a wider 
strike if their demands were not 
met. 

But an estimated 300,000 coal 
miners from the Ukraine to the 
Pacific Ocean remained on strike, 
six weeks after scattered strikes 
began demanding pay raises. 

Demands have grown to in- 
clude sweeping government 
changes, including the transfer of 
national power to leaders of the 
republics and Gorbachev’s ous- 
ter. 

Workers from metallurgical 
mines and plants in the Ural 
Mountains city of Chelyabinsk 
endorsed the miner's demands 
Friday and voted to take action 
themselves unless officials consid- 
er their demands by April 20. the 
Soviet news agency (TASS) said. 

In the southern Republics of 
Georgia, which declared inde- 
pendence Tuesday, Soviet In- 
terior Ministry troops rounded up 
militiamen and confiscated arms, 
the independent news agency 


Postfactum said. 

Gashes between troops and 
Georgian nationalists were re- 
ported in the mountainous region 
of South Ossetia. The predomi- 
nantly Muslim Ossetians seek in- 
dependence for their enclave 
from traditionally Christian 
Georgia. 

Protesting the presence of 
federal troops, rail workers in 
Georgia halted rail traffic 
through the republic, stranding 
about 80 trains loaded with food, 
medicine, raw materials and 
other goods, news reports said. 

Only 310 out of 5,500 freight 
cars passed through Georgia en 
route to Armenia in the last two 
days, said TASS. 

Georgian leader Zviad Gam- 
sakhurdia announced the strike 
Thursday and said the Kremlin 
might be preparing for a military 
crackdown. “It looks like we 
should expect a broad anti- 
Georgian campaign," Gam- 
sakhurdia told reporters in the 
Georgian capital of Tbilisi. 

TASS did not say how many 
workers were represented or ex- 
actly what they were demanding. 
But it reported their plight “was 
comparable to that of the strikers 
— they are also underpaid and 
their soda! programmes are not 
being carried out." 


Sri Lankan troops, rebels prepare for battle 


Croatia 


COLOMBO (R) — Tamil separ- 
atist guerrillas and security forces 
have moved large numbers of 
men into a northern district as a 
big Sri Lankan New Year battle 
shapes up, local people said 
Saturday. 

They said air force helicopters 
dropped leaflets at Thandikulam, 
near Vavuniva. asking people to 
leave the area. The army had also 
moved in heavily armed troops. 

“These are signs of a massive 


offensive," a farmer said by tele- 
phone from Vavuniya. 240 
kilometres north of Colombo. 

He said a large number of 
guerrillas from the Liberation Ti- 
gers of Tamil Eelam had gathered 
close to army positions at Thandi- 
kulam. 

Sources from the military and 
the Tigers were not availabe to 
comment on reports. 

Sinhalese and Tamils are celeb- 
rating their new year, which be- 


gins Sunday. Soldiers have been r i 

placed on alert against possible TOITnS QLISfU! 
attacks by the guerrillas, who are v? 1 

fighting for a separate state for Q Al rUin 
the minority Tamils. 06lD19 


fighting for a separate state for 
the minority Tamils. 

“The terrorists have suffered 
severe setbacks this week in con- 
frontations with the security 
forces and they might do some- 
thing during the festive season to 
recoup their morale, ’’ a military 
officer said. 


been detained in the Soviet Un- 
ion," spokesman David Denny 
said in a statement. 

But he said that as part of a 
policy of “following every credi- 
ble lead” and because of im- 
proved relations with Moscow, 
the U.S. embassy in Moscow on 
April 9, asked the Soviet Foreign 
Ministry for any information on 
detained American PoWs. 


Political 

outcry 


U.S. asks Moscow if Political 

American Po W s being held O UtC ry 

WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- been detained in the Soviet Un- . 

ited States has asked the Soviet ion," spokesman David Denny OVGf Dl3.n 
Union to provide information on said in a statement. v ‘ / v ■ 

any American prisoners of war But he said that as part of a . i 

who may have wound up in Soviet policy of “following every credi- fO C I OS 6 
hands in World War II. the Ko- ble lead” and because of im- 

rean conflict or Vietnam, the proved relations with Moscow. I | Q KqCDC 
State Department disclosed Fri- the U.S. embassy in Moscow on W . O . Udgyp 
day. 

“There is no conclusive evi- 
dence that American PoWs have 


Bush makes counterproposal to 
resolve CFE dispute 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
President George Bush has made 
a counterproposal to resolve a 
dispute with the Soviet Union 
blocking implementation of the 
historic treaty to cut conve ntional 
forces in Europe (CFE!, U.S. 
officials and diplomats said. 

His proposal essentially would 
set aside the basis of The dispute 

— a conflict over how a key 
provision should be interpreted 

— as long as Moscow conformed 
to numerical limits on tanks, artil- 
lery and armoured personnel car- 
riers. they told Reuters. 

“The U.S. government is clear- 
ing the way for a compromise by 
shifting its focus from the legal to 
the numerical dimensions of the 
dispute." said David Shorr of the 
British American Security In- 
formation Council, a group that 
monitors arms control develop- 
ments. 

The Conve ntional forces in 
Europe (CFE) treaty, supposedly 
a pillar of the post-cold war world 
order, was signed amid fanfare in 
Paris las: Nov. 19 but has not 
gone into effect, largely because 
of the dispute over article three. 

Moscow adopted an interpreta- 
tion of this provision not shared 
by any of the other 21 countries 
who signed the treaty. 

The Soviets attempted to re- 
classify three army mechanised 
rifle units as coastal and naval 
defence units so their 3.700 tanks, 
artillery and armoured personnel 
carriers could be exempted from 
destruction under the pact as well 
as 1.700 weapons associated with 
Soviet strategic rocket forces. 

The treaty generally covers 
only army and air force units. 

The United States has insisted 
Moscow must accept the article 
three interpretation endorsed by 
all the other countries and in- 
dude those units under treaty 
limits. 

Then Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev made two comprom- 
ise offers, the second of which 


associated with coastal defences 
— about half of the disputed 
weapons. These arms would be 
substituted for older weapons to 
be destroyed east of the Ural 
Mountains, which lies outside the 
treaty limits, U.S. officials said. 

Washington had initially in- 
sisted that all of the disputed 
Soviet arms must be destroyed at 
approved sites in Europe. 

Bush said Washington would 
accept Gorbachev’s plan for the 
coastal defence units and asked 
for the additional withdrawal 
from Europe of the same number 
of weapons as held by naval 
infantry units, officials said. 

A congressional expert on arms 
control said, “since the Soviets 
won't accept our interpretation, 
the administration has capitu- 
lated to some extent” with Bush's 
proposal. 

But. he argued, “they are bold- 
ing fast to the basic goal' 1 — 
ensuring that Moscow only has a 
limit ed n umber of arms within 
the CFE treaty zone. 

Bush a proposal to Congress 
Friday seeking broader presiden- 
tial authority to sell arms and 
provide aid to other nations with- 
out having his hands tied by 
congressional red tape. 

Bush sent a letter to Congress 
detailing his proposed interna- 
tional cooperation act of 1991 to 
end what he called "the microma- 
nagement of aD of our foreign 
economic, security and humanita- 
rian assistance programmes." 

Bush's approval rating has 
ebbed below his record high 
levels right after the Gulf war but 

still remains very high, according 
to new public opinion polls. 

The Washington Post newspap- 
er reported Friday his approval 
rating has dropped from 90 per 
cent in early March to 78 per 
cent, still extraordinarily high by 
post -World War n standards. 

However, the Post poll said the 
jubilant feeling among Amer- 
icans since the end of the Gulf 


WASHINGTON (R) — Defence 
Secretary Dick Cheney braved 
the wrath of U.S. Congress Fri- 
day by proposing to shut down 43 
domestic military bases and end 
thousands of jobs. 

Politically, at least, naming the 
invasion of Iraq was a cakewalk 
for Cheney compared to crossing 
the minefields of Congress will 
lay down to block the plan to 
close bases. 

Congressmen jealously defend 
military bases in their home dis- 
tricts because of the jobs and 
government money they bring. 

“If we left it up to Congress, no 
bases would be closed," Cheney 
told reporters in a briefing on the 
decision. 

The base shutdowns would 
coincide with plans to cut 500,000 
of the two million-member U.S. 
military, mainly because of the 
breakup of the communist War- 
saw Pact military alliance and the 
end of the cold war. 

The Pentagon said Friday it is 
dosing down 31 bases in Europe. 
No congressional approval is 
needed for these. 

But at home Cheney has a fight 
on his hands. 

The bit list induded Moody Air 
Force Base in Valdosta, Georgia, 
and its 3.900 jobs. 

That dosure may cause Cheney 


‘ready 
to fight’ 

BELGRADE, Yugoslavia (AP) 
— Croatia said it will form its 
own National Guard and Serbia's 
hardline president was quoted as 
threatening to fight to protect 
ethnic Serbs living in Croatia. 

Yugoslavia’s two largest repub- 
lics are feuding over the future of 
the nation’s crisis-ridden federa- 
tion. Their dispute has brought 
the country to the brink of civil 
war. 

Dining talks to try to resolve 
tire crisis Thursday, Yugoslavia’s 
six regkrnal presidents agreed to 
hold separate referendums on tire 
issue in each republic by the end 
of May. 

Croatia said its security forces 
would be reorganised to include a 
professional National Guard 
under the command of the repub- 
lic’s Defence Ministry, the state 
news agency Tan jug reported. 

The National Guard will be 
entrusted with “guarding 
Croatia's constitutional system," 
the government statement said. 

Slobodan Milosevic, Serbia's 
Communist president, pledged 
his republic would fight to protea 
the interests of ethnic Serbs living 
in Croatia. 

“If we have to fight, we will 
fight," Milosevic said in remarks 
published Friday by the promin- 
ent Belgrade weekly, Nin. “I 
hope they will not be crazy 
enough to fight us." 

His unusually blunt comments 
were made at a meeting of Ser- 
bian leaders on March 16 and 
were seen as a warning to* 
Croatia. 

He also instructed Serbia’s gov- 
ernment to prepare unspecified 
units “which will make us capable 
of defending the interests of our 
republic and the interests of Ser- 
bian people outside Serbia," the 
magazine said. 


Blasts hit 
blazing 
tanker 
off Genoa 

GENOA, Italy (R) — A series of 
explosions rocked a blaring su- 
pertanker Saturday off northwest 
Italy as rescuers battled an oil 
spill threatening ecological disas- 
ter in the Mediterranean. 

The blasts engnlfed the 
109, 000-tonne Haven in a cloak 
of flames and smoke while ex- 
perts fought to stop it spewing a 
million barrels of Iranian crude 
ofl. 

Police evacuated a seafront 
shopping district at the small, 
nearby port of Arenzano. Port 
officials said the explosions sent 
more flaming oil into shallow 
waters in the Bay of Genoa. 

The already-polluted 
Mediterranean is threatened with 
its worst oil spQl if the Haven 
discharges its full cargo off the 
scenic Italian riviera. Nearby 
fishing areas have already been 
nmied. 

Europe’s worst oil spill was In 
March 1978 when the Amoco 
Cadiz emptied 1.6 million barrels 
on to the Brittany coast. 

"There was a series of explo- 
sions throughout the morning,’’ 
an official at Arenzano said. 

About 150 kilometres down the 
coast at Livorno, rescue workers 
searched a burnt-out ferry for the 
bodies of 140 people killed when 
it ramm ed into another tanker in 
Italy’s worst post-war dapping 
disaster. 

The sole survivor of the fen y, a 
24-year-old sailor, said he and 
many other crew were watching a 
soccer match on televisin, the 
Juventns-Barcelona European 
Cup Winners’ Cup semifinal, 
when the collision occurred 
Wednesday night. 

The European co mmissio n mid 
it was sending over SI millioa in 
emergency aid to victims of the 
ferry dfaester and sending experts 
to stop oil spills devastating die 
Mediterranean. 

Witnesses said Saturday’s 
blasts appeared to cause the 
Cypriot-registered tanker Haven 
to sink even faster in the spot 
about two miles offshore where it 
was towed after a first explosion 
Thursday. 

“It’s a situation of total uncer- 
tainty. We can't even see the drip 
through the smoke. It’s difficult 
to see if it’s still fioath^ or sunk,” 
said an official of the Merchant 
Navy Ministry. 

People in Arenzano said offi- 
cials told other shops they might 
have to close later Saturday to 
give rescuers a free hand in coor- 
dinating efforts to limit the dam- 
age. 

Three of the tanker’s crew 
were killed and three others are 
still reported missing in Thurs- 
day’s explosion set off by a fire on 
the 17-year-old Haven. 

The tanker, winch harbour 
officials said appeared to be two- 
thirds submerged, lies in waters 
some 50 metres deep. 

An official said at least 400 
square metres of sea was covered 
by blazing oil. 


Gorbachev to unveil 
Pacific security plan 


TOKYO (R) — Japan, wary of a 
huge Soviet military presence in 
foe Far East, is expected to agree 
to negotiate a new Pacific security 
plan when President Mikhail 
Gorbachev arrives Tuesday. 

Japanese officials said Saturday 
they expected Gorbachev and 
Japanese Prime Minister Toshiki 
Kaifu to reach some agreement 
OU a longs tanding territorial dis- 
pute and Asia-Pacific regional 
security in three or four rounds of 
summit talks. 

“We expea that the two will 
make some statement on the 
peace treaty and Japan's territo- 
rial claim, as well as regional 
security," a government official 
said. 

■ Japan has refused to sign a 
peace treaty or consider impro- 
ving economic and political ties 
with the Soviet Union until it 
returns four Pacific islands seized 
by the Red Army in 1945. Since 
then Tokyo has regarded its 
neighbour as a serious military 
threat. 

Gorbachev could propose 
cooperation on regional problems 
such as the Cambodian civfl war 
and offer to reduce the Soviet 
military presence on the disputed 
islands, Japanese newspapers 
said. 

Last year, the Soviet Union 
called on Japan to initiate 
confidence-building measures 
such as joint military man- 
oeuvres, exchange of military 
personnel and expanded talks on 
political and defence issues. 

Gorbachev is expected to bring 
up the issue again and call for a 
reduction in the scale of training 
exercises in the North Pacific. He 
will also propose that Moscow 
and Tokyo inform one another 
ahead of military manoeuvres, 
news reports said. 

Although no statistics are avail- 
able, Defence Agency officials in 
Tokyo say the Soviet Union has 
increased the number of aircraft 
and missiles in the Far East. 

The number of Soviet bombers 
and reconnaissance aircraft 
approaching northern Japan's air 
space increased last year com- 
pared to previous years, Japanese 
Air Force officials told reporters 
recently. 

The missile buildup is the result 
of Moscow’s recent transfer of 
weapons from Eastern and Soviet 
Europe to foe Soviet Far East, 
following the rece nt con ventional 
forces in Europe (CFE) disarm a- 




Lawyer: Kennedys tried 
to intimidate witness 


PALM BEACH, Florida (R) — 
A lawyer representing the woman 
who says she was raped by a 
nephew of Senator Edward Ken- 
nedy accused the powerful U.S. 
family Friday of trying to intimi- 
date a key witness. 

The accusation came an hour 
after Palm Beach police released 
a report in which the woman said 
William Kennedy Smith tackled 
her, held her down and sexually 
assaulted her. 


Smith, 30, a medical student at 
Georgetown University in 
Washington, has emphatically de- 
nied sexually abusing the alleged 
rape victim on the night of March 
30. 

David Roth, a lawyer for the 
29-year-old alleged victim, who 
has not been named, said private 
detectives retained by the Ken- 
nedy family tried to intimidate 
Anne Mercer, a friend of the 
woman and a witness in the case. 


Seoul opposition demands minis ter’s ouster 


SEOUL (AP) — Opposition par- 
ties Saturday demanded the ous- 
ter of Defence Minister Lee 
Chong-Koo for his controversial 
remarks on plans for a possible 
commando raid on North Korea’s 
nuclear facilities. 

The three parties charged that 
Lee’s words during a meeting 
with local newspaper editors Fri- 
day could jeopardise inter-Korea 
dialogue and heighten tension on 
the divided peninsula. 

“He should be fired im- 
mediately. His statement was not 


only fatal to inter-Korea relations 
but also could give the North an 
excuse to launch a surprise 
attack," said Yoon Jae-Kul. de- 
puty spokesman of the main 
opposition group. 

Yoon called Lee’s remarks “a 
grave slip of the tongue that 
inflicted irreparable damage to 
inter-Korea relations.” 

The no. 2 opposition group, 
the Democratic Party, also de- 
manded Lee's dismissal and said 
bis remarks might hurt “an 
atmosphere of conciliation" that 
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East European transition jeopardises women’s rights 
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has begun to appear in relations 
between the two Koreas. 

And foe People's Party, made 
up mostly of dissidents, said Lee’s 
words could hinder peaceful uni- 
fication of the peninsula. 

The defence minister, speaking 
to a group of local newspaper 
editors Friday, accused North 
Korea of continuing a military 
buildup and talked of plans for a 
posable commando raid on its 
nuclear facilities unless Pyon- 
gyang joins an international safe- 
guard agreement. 


foe first time in 35 years and 
subjea doctors administering 
abortions to prison terms. 

There are also moves to restrict 
reproductive rights in predomi- 
nantly Catholic Czechoslovakia, 
and in the Yugoslav republics of 
Croatia and Slovenia. 

In many parts of Eastern 
Europe, contraception is un- 
known and sex education limited. 
Women fear that resurgent con- 
servatism could worsen the situa- 
tion. Abortion rates in many East 
European countries are high be- 
cause contraception is unavail- 
able. 

Pesic and others also cited a 
growing tendency in Eastern 
Europe to emphasise family 
values and the reproductive role 


secondary work force, a labour 
force that can be used to balance 
ups and downs in labour de- 
mands,” Lado said. 

Some professions, particularly 
education, health, culture and 
social services, are largely domin- 
ated by women. Conference par- 
ticipants expressed fears that 
budget cuts would affect those 
ahead first. 

At the same time, some women 
might prefer to stay at home, but 
cannot afford to. With rising in- 
flation, families must rely on two 
incomes to survive. 

“Many consider paid work a 
necessary evil," Lado said, parti- 
cularly those who perform manu- 
al labour and have no career 
prospects. 

Working women also bear a 
dual burden. They care for the 
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each and every base. Congress 
must accept or rejea foe entire 
list by the end of August. 

Cheney estimated that foe dos- 
ings would save S6.5 bfltion in 
operating costs over the next six 
years, although it would cost $5. 7 
billion to shut them down, for a 
net saving of S850 milli on. Once 
they have been disposed of, 
though, future savings would 
mount. 


As their democratic govern- 
ments draft new legislation, 
however, many rights taken for 
granted under communism arc 
slipping away. Poland and other 
governments, for example, are 
considering sharply restricting re- 
productive rights. 

Also, few women have been 
chosen in foe first free legislative 
elections, professions dominated 


In Poland, for example, press- 
ure from the powerful Catholic 
Church is affecting legislators’ 
decisions on such issues as abor- 
tion. 

“There is a revival of conserva- 
tive trends after so many years of 
(Communist) repression," said 
Polish feminist Jolanta Plakwicz. 


Decause various emme groups 
want to strengthen their num- 
bers, Pesic noted. 

But trends toward family 
values also appear to have econo- 
mic roots in countries where 
streamlining loss -makin g indus- 
tries and privatisation are squeez- 
ing thousands of people out of 
jobs. 

“Women are considered a 


private farm plots to supplement 
scarce food supplies. 

Shortages are a way of life so 

women spend many valuable 
hours standing in lines to buy 
staples. Lack of technology also 
robs women of free time. 

In Albania, Europe’s poorest 
country, for example, many fami- 
nes do -not own refrigerators or 
washing machines. 



Milt hail Gorbachev 
ment agreement. 

Another concern is Moscow’s 
Asian troop deployment. About 
60 per cent of its Asian divisions, 
sonme 200,000 troops, could be 
readily deployed to Japan and 
other areas in the Pacific region. 

Ten thousand of these troops 
are stationed on the four islands 
claimed by Japan but controlled 
by foe Soviet Union since foe end 
of World War II. 

“Although Gorbachev is un- 
likely to offer to return the is- 
lands, be could propose to open 
negotiations on their future and 
possibly. offer to demilitarise the 
disputed islands,” said Hiroshi 
Kimura, a Sovietologist at Hok- 
kaido University. 

Kaifu and his aides are hoping 
for a resolution of foe dispute 
over the islands of Habomai, 
Shikotan, Kunashiri and Etordfu. 

“Gorbachev started peres- 
troika, allowed the democratisa- 
tion of East Europe and the 
unification of Germany,'’ Foreign 
Minis try spokesman Taizo Wata- 
nabe said Friday. 

“He must be capable of doing 
dynamic changes in Asia as he 
has done in Europe." 

Japanese officials say they 
would consider Gorbachev’s visit 
a success if he conceded 
sovereignty over all four islands 
and returned two. 

Although Moscow says foe is- 
lands are part of the Kurile Chain 
it w&s given in foe wartime Yalta 
agreement, it offered to return 
two islands in 1956 pending con- 
clusion of a peace treaty. 

But Soviet experts say foe most 
to be expected is agreement to 
negotiate the future of the is- 
lands. 


Brothel madam . 
tops Istanbul 
tax roll 

ISTANBUL (R) — The wags of 
sin made Brothel Madam Matilt - 
Manukyan the biggest taxpayer in 
Istanbul last year. She will pay 
2.6 billion Turkish lira ($690,000) 
in personal income tax for 1990, 
foe Istanbul Tax Office reported 
on Friday. She also headed the 
list last year. Brothels are legal m 
Turkey. Number two on foe tax 
roll of Turkey’s commercial capita 
al paying 1.8 billion lira 
($490,000) in 1990, was leading 
b usiness man In an Kirac. head of 
the car group of Koc Holding. 

Miss Saigon opens 
on Broadway 

NEW YORK ( AP) — The music- 
al Miss Saigon opened on Broad- 
way under tight police protection, 
as chanting demonstrators de- 
nounced the production as insult- 
ing to women and Asians. A solid 
wall of uniformed police stretch- 
ed for two blocks as limousines 
carrying luminaries, including 
actors Charlton Heston. Amy 
Irving. Beverly Sills. Calvin 
Klein. David Geffen and John 
Malkovich. pulled up to Broad- 
way Theatre. Across the stTeet, 
behind blue barricades, at least 
200 protesters chanted "racist, 
sexist Broadway show. Miss 
Saigon has got to go.” The open- 
ing night performance went on 
without incident, with the actors 
receiving a standing ovation and 
four curtain calls when the mus- 
cial ended. Protest organisers 
criticised the show, the story of 
an American GI who falls in iove 
with a Vietnamese prostitute dur- 
ing the Vietnam war. for por- 
traying .Asian women as prosti- 
tutes and Asian men as pimps. "If 
you don't see the controversy, 
something is amiss in our socie- 
ty." said protest organiser June 
Chan as she hoisted a placard 
reading “don't mess with my sis- 
ters.” The protest was organised 
by the coalition to end racism and 
sexism on Broadway. The group's 
legal advisor, Jackson Chin, said 
he found some of the lines in the 
play offensive, including the 
phrase “greasy chinks." and 
actor's lament, “why do I have to 
be born eating rice?” 

Don’t cool your 
underwear — doctor 

SINGAPORE (R) — Men wor- 
ried that hot weather might make 
them sterile should not try to 
increase their sperm count 'by 
wearing frozen underwear, a 
Singapore doctor says. Dr. 
Stephen Lim, joining a lively 
correspondence in the Srraits 
Times newspaper on the effects 
of tight trousers and heat on male 
fertility, said high temperatures 
cut sperm production only when 
reproductive glands were already 
weak. Cooling things down by 
wearing refrigerated underwear 
was impractical, he said in a 
letter. “Refrigerated underwear 
has been trifti in the Lfaited 
States but has proven to be too 
uncomfortable for daily use." he 
said. 

Paula Abdul denies 
backup singer had 
lead vocals 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Pop 
star Paula Abdul went on foe 
offensive in the biggest musical 
flap since Milli Vanilli proved to 
be phony baloney, insisting the 
lead vocals on Forever Your Girl 
are forever here. The singer- 
choreographer appeared at a 
Hollywood news conference to 
counter claims by backup singer 
Yvette Marine, who alleged in a 
superior court lawsuit she had 
“substantial participation" in 
some songs on foe top selling 
^um. ‘‘This angers me," Miss 
Abdul said in her first appearance- 
since the lawsuit against Virgin 
Records was filed Monday. “I 
sing the lead on every single song 
on Forever Your Girl.” Miss 
Abdul, who went from a profes- 
sional basketball cheerleader to 
successful recording artist and 
music video star, said Miss 
Marine was 'frying to take “a 
shortcut to success at the expense 
of all foe work I’ve done." A 
music expert cited by Virgin Re- 
cords, Miss Abdul’s record com- 
PMy,saidhe could find no hint of 
Mis Marine’s voice on foe lead 
tracks of the album, which has 
seven million copies since its 
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